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TO 

CHARLES WILLIAM FREDERI CKS ON, 
of new york. 

Dear Feiend: 

As in ancient times, none were allowed participation in the 
Higher Mysteries, without having proved their fitness for the 
reception of esoterie truth, so in these days only those seem to 
be permitted to breathe the hidden essence in Shelley, who have 
realized the aente phases of spiritality. Among the few who have 
enjoyed these bi-fold gifts, none have had more fortuitous experi- 
ence than yourself, to whom I now take the liberty of dedicating 
this volume. 

Tours fraternally, 

Chakleb Sothekan. 
-De&smh&r, 1875. 
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VIEW OF Shelley's tomb, in the peotestant cemetery, at e 

FROM A SKETCH BY A. J. -^TRUTT 



"To aeetbesimahMngonitsbright grass, and hear the whispering of tlie wind among 
Ihe leaveB of tte trees, which have oyergrown the tomlj it CeetliiB aud the soil which 19 
sljrrlng In the eua-wflrm earth, and to mark the tombs, raostlj of women and yoirng 
chlldreo, who, burled there, we might, If wo were to die, lieslre a Bleep they seem to 
Bleep. " — SHKM.BI . 
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Ta the Uemwg 
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY, 

CHAHLES W. FREDERIOKSOH. 

Amid the ruins of majestic Rome, 

That told the etoiy of its countlesa years, 

I stood, and wondered by the silent dust 

Of the "Eternal Child." Oh, SheUey I 

To me it was not given to know thy face, 

Save through the mirrored pages of thy works ; 

Those whispor'd words of wood and wave, are to mine ears, 

Sweet as the music of ocean's roar, tliat breaks on sheltered shores. 

Thy sterner words of Justice, Love and Truth, 

WUl to the struggling soul a beacon prove. 

And barrier against the waves of tyranny and craft. 

Then rest, " Car Cordium," and though thy life 

Was brief in point of years, its memory will outlive 

The column'd m.onuments around thy tomb. 
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PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY, AS A PHILOSOPHER AND 
REFORMER. 

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE NEW YOEK LIBERjiL CLUB, 
OW FEIDAT, AUGUST 6TH, 1875. 
■' Let us see the Truth, whatever that may be." — Shelley, 1822. 
Mr. Vioe-Fre&ident and Members (f the Libeml Club : 

" The Blood of the Martyr Is the Seed of the Church." Per- 
secntion ever fail s in accompliahing its desired ends, and as a rule 
laya the fotindations broad and deep for the triumph of the ob- 
jects of and principlea inoulcated by the persecuted. 

Driven from their homes by fanatical tyranny, not permitted 
to worship as they thought fit, a band of noble and earnest, yet 
on some points mistaken men, were, a little over two hundred and 
iifty years ago, landed on this continent from the good ship 
"Mayflower." The "Pilgrim Fathers" were, in their native 
land, refused liberty of conscience and freedom of discussion ; 
their apparent loss was our gain, for if it had not been for that 
despotism, and the corresponding re-action, which made those 
stern old zealots give to others many of the inalienable rights of 
liberty denied to themselves, you and I could not to-night per- 
haps be allowed to meet face to face, without fear, to discuss 
metaphysical and social questions in their broadest aspects, with- 
out the civil or theological powers intervening to close our 
mouths. 

"Fragile in health and frame ; of the purest habits in morals ; 
full of devoted generosity and universal kindness ; glowing 
with ardor to attain wisdom ; resolved at every personal sacriiice 
to do right ; burning with a desirefor affection and sympathy," 
a boy-under-graduate of Oxford, described as of tall, delicate, 
and fragile figure, with large and lively eyes, with expressive, 
beautiful and feminine features, with head covered with long, 
brown hair, of gracefulness and simplicity of manner, the heir to 
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2 PERCY BTSSHE SHELLEY. 

a title and the represejitation of one oi tlie most ancienf Engliali 
families, which nmnbeVed Sir Philip Sidney on its roll of illus- 
trious names, just sixtv-four years ago, and in this nineteenth 
oentury,for no licentiousness, violence, or dishonor,but, for his re- 
fusal to criminate himself or inculpate friends, was, without trial, 
expelled by learned divines from his university for writing an 
argumentative thesis, which, if it had been the work of some Greek 
philosopher, would have been haUed by his judges as a fine 
specimen of profound analytical abstruseness— for that expulsion 
are we the debtors to theological charity and tolerance for 
"Que^n Mab," 

' Excommunicated by a mercenary and abject priesthood, cast off 
by a savage father, the admirer of that gloomy theology founded 
by the murderer of Michael Servetus, and charged by his jeal- 
ous brother writers as one of the founders of a Satanic School, 
for neither immorality of life nor breach of the parental re- 
lation, but for heterodoxy to an expiring system of dogmatism, 
and for acting on and asserting the right of man to think 
and jndge for liimself, a father was to have two children 
torn from him, in the sacred name of law and justice, by the 
principal adviser of a dying madman, "Defender of the Paith, 
by Law Established," and by us despised as the self-willed 
tyrant, who lost America and poured out liuman blood like water 
to gratify his lust of power. By that Lord Chancellor whose 
cold, impassive statue has a place in Westminster Abbey, where 
Byron's was refused admittance, and whose memory, when that 
stone has crumbled into dust, will live as one who furnished an 
example for execrable tyranny over the parental tie, and that 
Lord Eldon whom an outraged father curses in imperishable 
verfle : 

" By thy most impious hell, and all its terrors ; 
By all the grief, the madness and the guilt 
Of tliine impostures, which ninst be t!ieir- errors, 
That sand on which thy crumbling power is built ; 

By all the hate which checks a father's lore ; 

By all the scorn which kills a. father's care ; 
By those most impious hands that dared remove 
Nature's high bounds — by thee, and by despair, 

" Yes, the despair which bids a father groan, 
And cry, ' my children are no longer mine. 
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PEECX BTaSHE SHELLBT. 3 

The blood within those veins may be mine own, 

But, tyrant, their polluted souls arc tliiiie.' 

"I curse thee, though I hale thee not. O slave ! 

If thou could'st quench the earth consuming hell 
Of which thou art a demon, on thy grave 

This curse should be a blessing. Faie thee well." 

Sad aa it is to contemplate any human being in his agony mak- 
ing use of such language to another ; and however much we may 
sympathize with the poet, yet we cannot but have inwardly a 
feeling of rejoicing ; for, if it had not been for this unheard of 
villainy, we should probably never have had the other magnifi- 
cent poetry and prose of Percy Bysshe Shelley composed dur- 
ing his self-imposed ostracism, and which furnish such glorious 
thoughts for the philosopher, and keen trenchant weapons for 
the reformer. 

Have any of my hearers ever stood, in the calm of a summer 
evening, in Shelley' s native land, listening to the lovely warble 
of the nightingale, making earth joyful with its unpremeditated 
strains, and the woods re-echo with its melody? Or gazed up- 
wards with anxious ken towards the skylark careering in the 
" blue ether," far above this sublunary sphere of gross, sensual 
earth, there straining after immortality, and 

" Like a poet hidden, 

In the light of thought, 
Singing hymns 'unbidden. 
Till the world is wrought 
To sympathy with hopes and fears, it heeded not," 

pouring out such bursts of song as to make one almost worship 
and credit the fables, taught in childhood at onr mothers' knees, of 
the angelic symphonies of heavenly choirs. Such was the poetry 
of Shelley ; and as the music of the nightingale or the skylark 
is far exceeding in excellence that of the other members of the 
feathered kingdom, so does Shelley rank a^ a poet far above all 
other poets, making even the poet of nature, the great Words- 
worth himseli, confess that Shelley was indeed the master 
of harmonious verse in our modern literature. It is broadly laid 
down in the Marvinian theory that all poets are insane. 
T would much like to break a lance with the learned Professor 
of Psychology and Medical Jurisprudence ; but as the overthrow 
of this dogma does not come within the scope of my essay, I 
would suggest to those who may have been influenced by that 
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4 PERCY BrSSHE SHELLEY. 

paper to read Shelley's "Defence of Poetry," I shall quote 
two extracts therefrom, each pertinent to my subject. The first 
describes the function of the poet : 

" But poets, or those who imagine and express this indestructible order, are not only 
the authors of language and of music, of the dance, and architecture, and statuary, and 
painting; theyaretheinstltutorsof laws,-and the founders of civil society, and the inventors 
of the arts of life, and the teachers, who draw into a certain propinquity with the beauti- 
ful and the true, that partial apprehension of the agencies of the inrisihle world, which is 
called religion," 

The other is in extension of the same idea, and concludes the 
essay : 

" Poets are the hierophants of an unapprehended inspiration ; the mirrors of the gigan- 
tic shadows which futurity casts apon the present ; the words which express what they 
understand not ; the trumpets which sing to battle and feel not what they inspire ; the in- 
fluence which is moved not, but moves. Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the 
world," 

I have no hesitation in saying that for treating Shelley as a 
philosopher, I shall be attacked with great "positivism" by the 
disciples* of manufacturers of bran-new Brummagen philosophies 
dug out of Aristotelian and other depths to which are added 
new thoughts, not their own. The reason which David Masson 
offers in his "Recent British Philosophy" for placing Alfred 
Tennyson among the same class is equally applicable now : 

" To those who are too strongly possessed with our common 
habit of classifying writers into Idnds, as historians, poets, scien- 
tific and speculative writers, and so on, it may seem strange to 
include Mr. Tennyson in this list. But as I have advisedly re- 
ferred to Wordsworth as one of the representatives and powers 
of British philosophy in the age immediately past, so I advisedly 

* If Diogenes or Socrates, leaving High Olympus and sweet converse with the immor- 
tals, were to condescend to visit New York some Friday evening, I am sadly afraid they 
would be astounded at many of their would-be brothers in philosophy. On seeing the 
travestie of ancient academies and groves where the schools used to congregate, the dia- 
logues consisting of bald atheism under sheep's clothing to trap the unwary, and 'ermed 
" T'he Jfeiigion of Humanity," of abuse and personality in lieu ofai^uraent, of buffoonery 
called wit, of airing pet hobbies alien to the subject instead ofdisputating, of shouting vulgar 
claptrap instead of rhetoric, etc. — I sadly fear these stout old Greeks, having power for the 
nonce, would, throwing philosophy to the dogs in a moment of paroxysmal indignation, 
despite physiognomies trained to resemble their own, have these fellows casked up in tubs 
without lanterns, but with the appropriate "snuffers," fit emblems of their faiths, and drop- 
ped far outside Sandy Hook. A proper finale to the vapid utterance made by one of 
these gentry that all " Reformers should be annihilated." Imagine Plato or Epicurus 
offeiing such a su^eslion. O tempora ! O mores ! 
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PEECfY BT8SHB SHELLEY. 5 

named Tennyson as succeeding him in the same character, • 
Though it is not power of speculative reason alone that consti- 
tutes a poet, is it not felt that the worth of a poet essentially is 
measured by the depth and amount of his speculative rea- 
son ? Even popularly, do we not speak of every great poet 
as the exponent of the spirit of his age ? What else can this 
mean than that the philosophy of his age, its spirit and heart in 
relation to all the great elemental problems, find expression in 
his verse 1 Hence I ought to include other poets in this list, 
andmoreparticularly Mr. Browning and Mrs. Browning, and the 
late Mr. Clough. But let the mention of Mr. Tennyson suggest 
such other names, and stand as a sufficient protest against our 
absurd habit of omitting stich in a connection like the present. As 
if, forsooth, when a writer passed into verse, he were to be aban- 
doned as utterly out of calculable relationship to all on this 
side of the boundary, and no account were to be taken of his 
thoughts and doings, except in a kind of curious appendix at the 
end of the general register ? What if philosophy, at a certain 
extreme range, and of a certain kind, tends of necessity to pass 
into poesy, and can hardly help being passionate and metrical 1 
If so, might not the omission of poets, purely as being such, 
from a conspectus of the speculative writers of any time, lead 
to erroneous conclusions, by giving an undue prominence in the 
estimate of all such philosophizing as could most easily, by its 
nature, refrain from passionate or poetic expression ? Thus, 
would philosophy, or one kind of philosophy in comparison 
with another, have seemed to had been in such a diminished 
condition in Britain about the year 1830, if critics had been in 
the habit of counting Wordsworth in the philosophic list as well 
as Coleridge, Mackintosh, Bentham, and James Mill ! Was there 
not more of what you might call Spinozaism in Wordsworth than 
even in Coleridge, who spoke more of Spinoza ? But that hardly 
needs all this justification, so far as Mr. Tennyson is concerned, 
of our reckoning Mm in the present list. He that would exclude 
In "Meraoriam" (1850) and "Maud" (1855) from the conspectus of 
the philosophical literature of our time, has yet to learn whatphi- 
losophyis. Whateverelse "InMemoriam" may be. It is a manual 
for many of the latest hints and questions in British Meta- 



The soidisant 'philosophers and classiiiers of the sciences and 
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6 PEROT BTS8HE SHELLEY. 

arts who will not permit such poeta as Shelley and Tennyson to 
be put in the category oi philosophers, remind one very forcibly 
of the passage in Macbeth : " The earth has bubbles, as the water 
has, and these are of them !" 

As a poet and not as a po^t, as an acknowledged le^slator for 
the race, as a philosopher, (a searcher after, or lover of wisdom) 
and as a political and social reformer, it is my intention to treat 
Shelley this evening, and having finished my prefatory re- 
marks, will now regard him in those attributes which peculiarly 
should enahriue him in your hearts and mine. 

The philosophical theories of advanced thinkers are always 
tinged with the refles of that which called them forth, or im- 
peded them in their development, consequently social bondage 
and the "anarch custom" being always present to Shelley, the 
great idea ever uppermost to him was that true happiness is 
only attainable in perfect freedom : the atrocious system of fag- 
ging, now almost extinct in the English Public Schools and the 
tyrannical venality of ushers, deeply impressed themselves on 
the mind of Shelley, and he tells us, in the beautiful lines to his 
wife, of the remembrance of his endeavors to overthrow these 
abominations having failed, of flying from "the harsh and 
grating strife of tyrants and of foes " and of the high and noble 
resolves which inspired him : 

"And then I claap'd my hands, and look'd aronnd ; 
BiiC none were neat to moclt my streaming eyes, 
Which ponr'd their warm drops on the sunny ground. 
So, without shame, I spake ; ' 1 will be wise. 
And just, and free, and mild, if in me lies 
Such power ; for I grow weary to behold 
The selfish and the strong still tyrannize 
Wilhout reproach or cheek.' I then controli'd 
My tears ; my heart grew calm ; and I was meek and bold. 

"And from that hour did I, with earnest thought, * 
Heap knowledge from forbidden mines of lore ; 
Yet nothing that my tyrants knew or tanght, 
I cared to learn ; but from that secret store 
Wrought linked armor for my sou!, before 
It might walk forth, to war among mankind. 
Thus, power and hope were strengthen'd more and more 
Within me, lill there came upon my m-nd 
A sense of loneliness, a thirst with which I pined." 

The fruits born of this seed are discernible in every line of 
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PEECY BTSSHE SHELLEY. 7 

his works. While having all reverence for his college companions, 
Aristotle, .^schylus, and Demosthenes, his mind instinctively 
turns towards the deemed heretical works of the later French 
philosophers, D'Holbach, Condillac, La Place, Ronssean, the en- 
cyclopfediats, and other members of that school. His intellect 
he furbishes with stores of logic and of chemistry, in which his 
greatest love was to experimentalize ; of botany and astronomy, 
in which he was more than a mere adept ; from Hume, too, whose 
essay on " Miracles," wrong as it is in the main on many impor- 
tant points, was one of the alphas of his creed — and with deep 
draughts from his great instructor, Plato, of whom he always 
spoke with, the greatest adoration, as, for instance, in the preface 
to the Symposium : 

" Plato is eminently the greatest among the Greek philosophers ; and from, or rather 
perhaps through him and his master, Socrates, have proceeded those emanations of moral and 
metaphysical knowledge, on which a long series and an incalculable variety of popular 
superstitions have sheltered their absurdities from the slow contempt of mankind." 

It is desirable to call attention to the great minds from whom 
the student of the early part of this century could only cull his 
knowledge— he had no Spencer and no Mill, at whose feet to 
sit — -he had in science none of the conclusions of Darwin, of 
Huxley, of Tyndall, of Murchison, of Lyell, to refer to, and 
yet I think, that the careful reader will, like myself, iind pre- 
figured in Shelley's works much of that of which the world is 
in full possession to-day, and which the mystical Occultists, 
Roaicrucians, and Cabalists have now, and have ever had, con- 
joined to a mysterious command over the active hidden material 
and spiritual powers in the infinite domain of nature. 

The idea of the Supreme Power or God, as emanating from 
Shelley, is one of the moat sublime to be found in the pages of 
metaphj'eical learning at the command of ordinary mortals. By 
many it may be considered only a vague pantheism ; yet, rightly 
regarded in a reconciliative spirit, it is of such an universal cha.r- 
acter as to harmonize with not only Deism, Theism and Poly- 
theism, but even Atheistical Materialism, Listen to the follow- 
ing, which I select out of numerous examples, as a finger-post 
for others who seek the living springs of undeflled truth, as 
in Shelley: 

"Whosoever is free from the contaminaticm of luxury and license may go forth to the 
fields and to the woods, inhaling joyous renovation from the breath of Spring, and catch 
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ing from the odors and sounds of aulumn some diyiner moud of sweetest sadness, which 
improves the softened heart. Whosoever is no deceiver and destroyer of Ms fellow-men^ 
no liar, no flatterer, no murderer — may walk among his species, deriving, from 
the commnnion with all which they contain of heautiful or majestic, some intereourje 
with the Universal God. Whosoever has maintained with his own heart the strictest 
correspondence of confidence, who dares to examine and to estimate every imagiQatlon 
which suggests itself to his mind — whosoever is that which he 'designs to btcome, and only 
aspires to that which the divinity of his own nature shall consider and approve — he has 
already seen God." 

Can any one cavil with these beautiful expressions, this out- 
pouring of genius \ H such there be, Ms heart and understand- 
ing must be sadly warped, any appeal would be in vain, for 
him the Veil of Isis could never be lifted. After a careful 
study of Shelley's works I can find nothing to warrant the ex- 
ecration formerly levelled at his head, not even in the "Refuta- 
tion of Deism," that remarkable argument in the Socratic style 
between Eusebes and Theosophus in wliich, as in all his prose 
works, is displayed keen discernment, logical acuteness, and 
close analytical reasoning not surpassed by the greatest philo- 
sophers—most certainly his notions of Grod were not m unison 
with the current theological ideas, and it was this daring rebel- 
lion against the popular faith, the chief support of custom 
which caused all the trouble. If ever he attempted to show 
the non-existence of Deity, his negation was solely directed 
against the gross human notions of a creative power, and ergo 
a succession of finite creative powers ad infinitwrn, or a 
Personal Gfod who has only been acknowledged in the popular 
teachings as an autocratic tyrant, and as Shelley puts it in his 
own 1 



xahle old man, seated on a throne of clouds, his breast the theatre of various 
those of humanity, his will changeable and uncertain as that of an 
earthly ting." 

Not to be compared with the far different eternal and infinite. 

" spirit of Nature 1 all sufficing power. 
Necessity ! thou mother of the world ! 
Unlike the God of liuman error, thou 
Requirest no prayers or praises, the caprice 
Of man's weak will belongs no more to thee 
Than do the changeful passions of his breast 
To thy unvarying harmony." 

And by this doctrine of necessity here apostrophised our 
philosopher instructs us in a lengthy statement of great clear- 
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" We are taught that there is neither good nor evil in the universe, otherwise than as 
the events to which we apply these epithets have relation to our own. peeuliai mode of being. 
Still less than with the hypothesis of a personal God, will the doctrine of necessity accord 
with the belief of a future state of punishment. God made man such as he is. and then 
damned him for being so ; for to say that God was the author of all good, and man the 
author of all evil, is to say that one man made a straight line and a crooked one, and an- 
other man made the incongruity." 

For you to better understand the exact position in which 
Shelley placed himseli, it is elsewhere thus admirably expressed ; 

" The thoughts which the word ' God ' suggest to the human mind are susceptible of 
as many variations as human minds themselves. The Stoic, the Platonist, and the Epi- 
curean, the Polytheist, the Dualist, and the Trinitarian, differ entirely in their conceptions 
of its meaning. They agree only in considering it the most awful and roost venerable of 
names, as a common term to express all of mystery, or majesty, or power, which the in- 
visible world contains. And not only has every sect distinct conceptions of the applica- 
tion of this name, but scarcely two individuals of the same sect, which exercise in any 
degree the freedom of their judgment, or yield themselves with any cajidor of feeling to 
the influences of the visible world, find perfect coincidence of opinion to esist between 
them . , , . God is neither the Jupiter who sends rain upon the earth ; nor the 
Venus through whom all living things are produced ; nor the Vulcan who presides over 
the lenestrial element of fire ; nor the Vesta that preserves the light which is enshrined 
in the sun, the moon, and the stars. He is neither the Proteus nor the Pan of the material 
world. But the word ' God' unites all the attributes which these denominations contain 
and is the (inter-point) and over-ruling spirit of all the energy and wisdom included with- 
in the circle of existing things." 

Of these attributes generally supposed to appertain to Deity, 
he writes : 

" There is no attribute of God which is not either borrowed from the passions and 
powers of the human mind, or which is not a negation. Omniscience, omnipotence, om- 
nipresence, infinity, immutability, incomprehensibi'ity, and immateriality, are ^1 words 
which designate properties and powers peculiar to oiganized beings, with the addition of 
negations, by which the idea of limitation is excluded." 

There is no other writer, I think, who seems to grasp so clearly 
as Shelley the everlasting and immutable laws of Naturismus, or 
who believed so fully in the divine mission of man, and the re- 
ligion of humanity. Ever soaring into the ideal, philosophizing by 
the aid of his emotional impulses, Shelley possessed, like ail true 
Hermetists and Theosophists imbued with my8ticism,a wonderful 
power of continued abstraction in the contemplation of the Su- 
preme Power. His mentality, described by one of his critics as 
essentially Greek, "simple, not complex, Imaginative rather 
than fanciful, abstract not concrete, intellectual not emotional," 
contributed its share to his belief in a pantheistic philosophy, 
making him find Supreme Intelligence permeated throu'gh the' 
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whole of infinite and interminable Nature. Regarding the uni- 
verse as an abstract whole, he endorsed the fundamental meta- 
physics of Plato, and believed that "passing phenomena are 
types of eternal archetypes, embodiments of eternal realities." 

Even if despite of my assertions to the contrary, there be those 
who still insist on the atheism of Shelley, they had better re- 
study the elementary axioms and leam to think — to those who 
imagine that there is but little difference between atheism and 
pantheism to the discredit of either, I would remind them that 
Bacon in his "Moral Essays," lays down as a principle that : — 

"Atheism leaves to man reason, philosophy, nature, piety, 
laws, reputation and everything that can serve to conduct him to 
virtue ; but superstition destroys all these, and erects itself into a 
tyranny over the understandings of men; hence atheism never dis- 
turbs the government, but renders man more clear-sighted, since 
he sees nothing beyond the boundaries of the present life." 

In making use of this quotation do not let it be presumed thati I 
wish to endorse Materialism ; my desire is to add the authority 
of a great mind like that of the Elizabethan philosopher, to the 
fact that superstition is so hateful that even blank, bald atheism 
is preferable thereto. I should state that Bacon in extension of 
the extract I have quoted, speaking of this soul-destroying in- 
cubus on humanity observes that :^" A little philosophy in- 
cUneth men's minds to atheism ; but depth in philosophy bring- 
eth men's minds to religion." 

No amount of mere reasoning, or argument a -priori or a 
posteriori, can prove the existence of the Most High or destroy 
the same ; in every breast is implanted an innate belief in 
Deity, the inner consciousness of the race, by the "Tox 
Dei" speaking within, has throughout all time, the past and 
the present revelled in this sublimity, and will continue to do so 
in the future, notwithstanding the insane and insensate efforts 
of pseudo scientists or iconoclastic materialists — the brain and 
the heart must act in harmony to consolidate a pure philosophy, 
for mere intellect alone is an untrustworthy guide. By logic 
"Whately proved apparently indisputably the non-existence of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, at the time when there was no doubt in 
any reasonable mind that he was actually living in the flesh, by 
the same means one can disprove one' s own being, and so by this 
unsafe method have I frequently heard the Grod idea very learn- 
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edly overthrown. On such occasio^ I have simply taken the 
words of the logicians for what all 'their idle wind is worth — 

ZERO. 

The Immortality of the Soul has ever been a subject of primary 
importance to all phRoaophers^the last dying efforts of Socra- 
tes, noblest of Greece's sons, as Plato has shown us in thR 
Phaedo, were expended in a discussion on the pros and cons of 
an argument in favor of a future life. Many of the highest in- 
telligences since hia day have been endeavoring to prove this 
satisfactorily without the aid of theological revelation. All 
mankind, from eage to peasant, from the most learned Brahmin 
on the banks of the Ganges to the untutored red Indian beside 
the Mississippi, has the question, "is there an existence after 
death," been approached "with the most earnest hopes to solve as 
one of the greatest mysteries. SheUey devoted a 'vast amount 
of energy to the elucidation of this occult, yet overt, truth ; and 
in one place remarks : 

"The desire to be forever as we are ; the reluctance to a violent and unexperienced 
change, whicli is common to all ; the animate and inanimate comhinations of the universe, 
is, indeed, the secret persuasion whicli has {among other reasons) given birth to a beliei 
in a future state." 

Full well he knew, that independent of matter, there was a 
power, which has been denominated by some, Spirit ; by others, 
simply mind, force, or intelligence ; and by metaphysical philoso- 
phers, soul. If he approached the subject logirally, as in his 
essay, "On a Future State," th.e ignis fat^us &e&am to escape 
him and be lost ; if poetically, with the innate voice which 
speaks within ua all, ever present. 

After close reasoning in the essay I have referred to, he ar- 
rived at the conclusion that even 

"ifitb. 
be draw 

and that 

"if a future state be clearly proved, does it follow that it will be a state of punishment or 
reward?" 

Then in extension of the same argument he urges ; 

■' Sleep suspends many of the faculties of the vital and intellectual principle— <1runk- 
enness and disease vriU either temporarily or permanently derange them. Madness, or 
idiotcy, may utterly extinguish the most excellent and delicate of these powers. In old 
age the mind gradttally withers ; and as it grew and strengthened with the body, so does 
it with the body sink into decrepitude." 
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He also considered that : 

'■ It is probable that what we call thought is not an actual being, but no more than the 
relation between certain parts of that infinitely varied mass, of which the rest of the uni- 
verse is composed, and which ceases to exist so soon as those parts change their position 
with regard to each other. Thus color, and sound, and taste, and odor, exist only rela- 

Epen granted that mind or thought be a part of, or in fact, 
the soul, then he asks in what manner it conld be made a proof 
of its imperishability, as all that we see or know perishes and is 
changed. _ 

Here then comes the query, "Have we' existed before birth?" 
A difficult possibility to conceive of individual intelligence and 
if unprovable against the theory of existence after death. 

He then winds up the whole by thinking that it Js impossible 
that, 

" we should continue to e^st after death in some mode totally inconceivable to us at 
present." 

and that only those who desire to be persuaded are per- 



This is but a rough outline of some of the principal features 
of his considei-ations on soul immortality from a logical basis, 
and which, after all, only constitute an argument, to which, and 
the thoughts presented therein, he did not necessarily bind him- 
self. There can be little doubt, independently of what I have 
quoted, that he did not believe in a future state as popularly ac- 
cepted. Trelawney asked him on one occasion : " Do you believe 
in the immortality of the spirit v" "Shelley's answer was un- 
mistakable, " Cei-tainly not ; how can I ? We know nothing ; 
we have no evidence." * 

When we take Shelley from a poetical standpoint, or with 
the divine truism implanted by the Ain-soph clamoring within to 
his intelligence for expression, how confident he appears of a 
hereafter, as in the "Adonais," or in the following extract 
from an' unpublished letter to his father-in-law, William God- 
win, the property of my friend C. W. Frederickson, of New 
York, one of the most enthusiastic admirers of Shelley, and 

* Those who desire to fully investigate Shelley's ideas on the immortality of the 
soul, and the existence, or i.ature, of Deity, will be amply repaid by reading W, M. Ros. 
setti's admirable memoir of the poet, appended to the last two-volyme London edition 
of his works. 
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wKo has been often known to pay more than the weight in gold 
for Shelleyaaa : 

" Witt how many garlands we can beautify tlie tomb. If we begin betimes, we can 
learn to make the prospect of the grave the most seductive of human visions. By little 
and little we hive therein all the most plea^ug of our dreams. Surely, if any spot in the 
world be sacred, it is that in which grief ceases, and for which, if the voice within ont 
hearts mocks us not with an everlasting lie. we spring upon the untiring wings of a pang, 
less and seraphic life — those whom we love around us — our natuie, universal intelligence, 
our atmosphere, eternal love." 

How exquisite these remarks and his deaeription of a disem- 
bodied spirit : 

All beautifill in Halted purity, 

The perfect semblance of its bodily frame, 

Instinct with inexpressible beauty and grace. 

Each stain of carthliness 
Had passed away, it re-assumed 
Its native dignity, and stood 

Immortal amid ruin." 

It must appear impossible to any rational mind, that, with the 
full evidence before their eyes, materialists can attempt to claim 
Shelley as endorsing their doctrines, for even in the "Queen 
Mab," which has been considered by those not understanding 
it as a most atheistical poem, he speaks of — 

" the remembrance 
With which the happy spirit contemplates 
Its well-spent pilgrimage on eai'th." 

Positive dogmatists are tyrannically endeavoring to crush the 
belief in a sooT, that All which makes the present life happy 
on earth, the hope of our heritage in a future state. To them 
the fact that the race from the dawn of history, and through 
the ages has knelt down in abnegation before this inscrutable 
truth is nothing. This glorious belief evolved from the primae- 
val Cabala, taught in ancient Egypt, found contemporaneously 
in India, enunciated by scholarly Eabbis, ever present before 
the Chaldsean and Assjrrian Magi, and laid down as axioms in 
the philosophical schools of Greece and Rome, not only to be 
discovered a fundamental in the Egyptian, the Hebraistic, the 
Brahminical, the Buddhistic, the Vedic, but also in all. the 
sacred books of every nation, and handed down and perpetuated 
to these days as a sacredlegacy from the past, by both Mohammed 
and Christ. This, the great co-mystery of all the ancient mys- 
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teries, shall remain ever present tlirougli all futurity lilie "the 
existing order of the Universe, or rather, of thepart of it ^nown 
to us," to use the phraseology of John Stuart Mill. Nations 
may rise and fall, theologies may flouriah and decay, but this 
glorious and divine inheritance shall never pass away. Let 
pseudo-scientists avail themselves of stale and exploded argu- 
ments, and urge that there is no invisible world, and therefore no 
immortality for man, but honest scientists, like Professors Tait and 
Stewart, in the "Unseen Universe," will agree with the lUnmi- 
nati : " in the position assumed by Swedenborg, and by the Spirit- 
ualists, according to which they look upon the invisible world 
not as something absolut-ely distinct from the visible universe, 
and absolutely unconnected with it, as is frecLnently thought 
to be the case, but rather- as a universe that has some bond of 
union with the present;" and like Tyndall, will be obliged in 
abject humility to acknowledge, unlike the initiated occultist, that : 
"When we endeavor to pass from the phenomena of physics 
to those of thought, we meet a problem which transcends any 
conceivable expansion of the powers we now possess. We 
may think over the subject again and again— it eludes all intel- 
lectual presentation — we stand at length face to face with the 
incomprehensible." 

Shelley was ever calling attention to the fact that either from 
ignorance or the casuistical sophistries of mal-interested teachers 
who have distorted the divine pristine truths for their own base 
ends, emanated superstition, the taint of all it looked upon; and 
with no unsparing hand he flagellated the professors of the nu- 
merousfalse faiths, bastardized from their original purity, which 
liave in their decay, darkened the earth, and with all the force of 
his powerful pen, mightier than any sword, he ridiculed these 
gross theologies existant among men, as in the following : 

" Barbarous and uncivilized nations have uniformly adored, under various names, a 
God of which Ihemselyes were Ihe model : revengeful, blood-tliirsty, groveling and ca- 
pricious. The idol of a savage is a demon that delights in carnage. The steam of slaugh- 
ter, the dissonance of groans, the flames of a desolated land, are the ofTetiijgs which he 
deems at-ceptable, and his innumerable votaries throughout the world have made it a 
point of duty to worship him to his taste. The Phienicians, the Druids and the Mexi- 
cans have immolated hundreds at the shrines of their divinity, and the high and Holy name 
of God has been in all ages the watchword of the most unsparing massacres, the sanction 
of the most atrocious perfidies.' 

Of the treatment Judaism, the foster mother of Christianity, 
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received at the poet's hands, I will now recite two examples. 
To Moses, the Jehovah at the Hebrews is thus made to spealt : 

" From an eternity of idleness 
I, God, awoke ; in seven days' toil made earth 
From nothing ; rested, and created man ; 
I placed hun in a paradise, and there 
Planted the tree of evil, so that he 
Might eat and perish, and my soul procure 
Wherewith to sate its malice, and to Inm 
Even like s, heartless conqueror of the earth. 
All misery to my fame. The race of men 
Chosen to my honor, with impunity 
May sale the lusts /planted in their hearts. 
Here I command Ihee hence to lead them on. 
Until, with harden' d feel, their conquering troops 
Wade on the promised soil through woman's blood. 
And make my name be dreaded through the land, 
Yet ever-burning flame and ceaseless woe 
Shall be the doom of their eternal souls. 
With every soul on this ungrateful earth, 
Virtuous or vicious, weak or strong — even all 
Shall perish to fuliill the blind reveng'e 
(Which you to men call justice) of their God," 

In another plac^ Shelley is ecLually descriptive of the early- 
Stages of Jewish history, and makes the following observations 
on the building of the Temple of Jerusalem, which rearing high 
ita thousand golden domes to heaven, exposed its glory to the- 
face of day : 

"Ohl many a widow, many an orphan cursed 
The building of that fane ; and many a father, 
Worn out with toil and slavery, implored 
The poor man's God to sweep it from the earth, 
And spare his children the detested task 
Of piling stone on stone, and poisoning 

The choicest days of life. 

To soothe a dotard's vanity. 
There an inhuman and uncultured race 
Howl'd hideous praises to theirdemon — God ; 
They rushed to war, tore from the mother's womb 
The unborn child — old ^e and infancy 
Promiscuous perished ; their victorious arms 
Left not a soul to breathe. Oh ! they were fiends. 
And what was he who taught them that the God 
Of nature and benevolence had given 
A special sanction to the trade of blood ? 
His name and theirs are fading, and the tales 
Of this barbarian nation, which imposture 
Recites till terror credits, are pursuing 

Itself into forgetful ness." 
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With the enlightenment of the present century in every depart- 
ment of knowledge, so has a corresponding degree of advance- 
ment been thrown on the science of history, which Shelley only 
partially apprehended. An enormous amount of new infonna- 
tion is now to be gleaned from the writings of Ewald, Fergusson, 
Biinsen, Deutscb, Max Miiller, Baring-Gould, Stanley, and 
other scholars of Orientation, which shows that the Hebrews, 
like eveiy other nation, passed tlirough the various phases of 
Nomadism and Pastoralism, to that of offensive and defensive 
war. The same as other races, they came through the usual 
steps in religions progress— Fetishism, Astrolatry, Polytheism 
and Monotheism. During phases in their history they partici- 
pated in the various forms of tree and serpent, Phallic, or iire- 
worship. They had, as the Talmud, Targums, and the Old Testa- 
ment show, a knowledge of the Egyptian or Chaldaic account of 
the creation and fall, the latter still to be seen on the walls of the 
temple of Osiris at Philie. They had much knowledge of the 
Cabala, through their great prophet Moses, who was " learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians," and, like Pythagoras, had 
been initiated into their mysteries, and who both imparted the 
knowledge in part to their compatriots, on which they both 
founded systems. 

A great traveler, and most leanied modem writer on Occult- 
ism, who claims, on good grounds, to have been received into 
the ancient branch of the Rosie Cross in the far East, Madame 
Helena P. de Blavatsky, imparts the following particulars: 
' ' Tlie first Cabala in which a mortal man ever dared to explain the 
greatest mysteries of the universe, and show the keys to those 
masked doors in 'the ramparts of Nature, through which no 
mortal can ever pass without rousing dread sentries never seen 
upon this side her wall, was compUed by a certain Simeon Ben 
Jochai, who lived at the time of the second temple's destruction. 
Only about thirty years after the death of this renowned Caba- 
list, his MSS. and written explanations, which had till then re- 
mained in his possession as a most precious secret, were used by 
his son, Rabbi Elizzar, and other learned men. Making a com- 
pilation of the whole, they so produced the famous work called 
Zoliar (Grod's splendor). This book proved an inexhaustible 
mine for all the subsequent Caballsts, their source of informa- 
tion and knowledge, and all more recent and genuine Cabalas 
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were all more or less carefully copied from the former. Before 
that, all the myeterioua doctrines had come down in an unbroken 
line of merely oral tradition as far back as man could trace him- 
self on earth. They were scrupulously and jealously guarded 
by the wise men of Chaldea, India, Persia and Egypt, and 
passed from one initiate to another, in the same purity of foi-m 
as when lianded down to the first man by the angels, students 
of Gfod's great Theosophic seminary." 

Many Free Thinkers, in their anxiety to crush everything be- 
longing to Christianity, often forget that, in throwing aside the 
Hebrew records as utterly worthless, they are getting rid of one 
of the most ancient literatures in the world. They also do not 
remember the history of a peculiar nation,, strangely preseiwed 
amid the fluctuations of time, the purity and excellence of the 
Book of Job, the Psalms, and others which I could name. They 
cast unmerited contempt on these compilations, when, at the 
same time, they will throw themselves, with almost Fetish 
reverence, and apparently rapt adoration, before the Institutes of 
Menu, the Bhagvat-Geeta, the morals of Chaoung-Fou-Tszee, 
the Zend-Avesta, the Rig- Veda, the Oracles of Zoroaster, the 
Book of the Dead, the Puranas, the Shastras, and the like. 

Well may the Sons of Israel be proud of their ancient descent. 
They suffered through Christian persecutions uncomplainingly — 
the torture, the rack, the auto-da-fe— and yet they bowed their 
heads in submission to the will of Adonai, To-day they stand 
upright and united, as in olden times. They have gained the 
victory over the false disciples of the !N"azarene,who, in days gone 
by, forgot their erudition, their medical knowledge, their com- 
mercial activity, and general culture. Pre-eminent in wealth and 
learning, they are found on the lecture-platform, in the fields of 
literature and science, in the councils of rulers, on the exchange, 
in the legislature — everywhere. When Greece and Rome were 
in their infancy, this extraordinary people was in middle age ; 
and when our Saxon forefathers were in the lowest stage of 
barbarism, they were in a state of high civilization ; and to-day, 
although scattered, they show a compact front, firmly knit in 
the bonds of brotherly love, a model for Christians. The great 
reform movement now agitating Judaism, as well as every other 
species of political and metaphysical thought, will eventually 
aid to consolidate all the races into one race— Humanity. 
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In order to make Christians prejudge Shelley it has been the 
wont oi theologians, as usual in fighting their antagonists, to 
cry up a false issue, and to make their followers believe that he 
was rather more than a mere hater of Jeaus Christ, and of the 
teachings of that religious and social reformer, in fact, that he 
was an infidel of infidels. To have no misconceptions — for it has 
been stated that Shelley changed hievlews on Christ, which after 
ten years' careful study of his writings, I utterly deny, it should 
be thoroughly understood that he regarded this pious Israelite in 
a duismal aspect — as Christ the Man, and as Christ the God. I 
must not, whUe here, forget that many advanced metaphysicians 
agree that they cannot satisfactorily prove the historical exis- 
tence of Clirist, and that they have to winnow through a vast 
amount of chaff to get at his presumed philosophy, and the facts 
in his life, wMch like that of Buddha is wrapped up in tradi- 
tioml fable. 

. For the Man Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, the carpenter' a camate 
son, the mystical Essene and occultist, Shelley exceeded in love 
and reverence many of the most earnest Christians, and in no 
theological writings can there be discovered such beautiful sen- 
tunenta concerning the "The Regenerator of the World," and 
the "Meek Reformer," of whom he speaks as contemplating that 
myst^ou-s-prineiple-caHed-^ed, the fundamental of all good, 
and the source of all happiness, as every true poet and philoso- 
pher must have done. It is impossible to turn to any page of 
his works, where, in speaking of Christ, he fails in this — he ex- 
patiates with as great fervor as Renan, Seeley, or Strauss, on 
Christ's exposing with earnest eloquence, like all true members 
of the brotherhood of Eluminati, to which he belonged, the panic 
fears and hateful superstitions which have enslaved mankind 
for ages, and extols 

" His extraordiUQTy genius, the wide and rapid effects of his uneiampled doctrines, 
his invincible gentleness and benignity, (and) the devoted love borne to him by his 
adherents," 

For the G-od Christ, as depicted by the Sacerdotal order, he 
had the greatest contempt. It was impossible for a mind con- 
stituted like his to tamely rest contented with the incredible 
story forced on mankind' s intelligence, that the Supreme 
Power could or would for any wise purpose be transformed in- 
to a dove, and re-enact the mythical part of Jupiter with a 
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Christian Leda, the Jew carpenter's wife, Mary, unddr the dis- 
guise ol a bird. Such a story and the theory on which it rests 
Shelley summarised as follows : 

"According to this book, God created Satan, wHo, instigated by the impnlscs of his 
nature, contended with the Omnipotent for the throne of Heaven. After a contest for 
the empire, in which God was victorious, Satan was thrust into a pit of burning svilphnr. 
On man's creation, God placed within his reach a tree whose fruit he forbade him to taste, 
on pain of death ; permitting Satan, at the same time, to employ all his artifice to per- 
suade this innocent and wondering creature to transgress the fetal prohibition, 

" The first man yielded to this temptation ; and. to satisfy Divine Justice the whole 
of his posterity must have been eternally burned in hell, if God had not sent his only Son 
on earth, to save those few whose salvation had been foreseen and determined before the 
creation of the world." 

The hero of this fabulous episode, beneath which a great truth 
lies hidden, the Christian Ahrimanes or Typhon, the Devil, aa 
painted by Milton, he considered a moral being, far superior to 
the God depicted by the same author, and who, under the form 
of the second person of the Christian Trinity, Shelley te^s us of 
coming humbly, 

" Veiling his horrible God-head in the shape 

Of man, scom'd by the world, his name unheard, 

Save by the rabble of his natire town, 

Even as a parish demagogue. He led 

The crowd ; he taught them justice, truth, and peace, 

In semblance ; but he lit within their souls 

The quencWess flame of zeal, and blest the sword 

He brotight on earth to satiate with the blood 

Of truth and freedom his malignant soul." 

Elsewhere, in extension of the same, he puts the accompanying 
words in the mouth of God the Father, to illustrate the doctrine 
of Christian Atonement : 

" I will beget a son. and he shall bear 
The sins of all the world ; he shall arise 
■ In an unnoticed comer of the earth, 
And he shall die upon a cross, and purge 
The universal crime ; so that the few 
On whom my grace descends, those who are marked 
As vessels to the honor of their God, 
May credit this strange sacrifice, and save 
Their souls alive. Millions shall live and die. 
Who ne'er shall call npon their Saviour's name, 
But unredeem'd go to the gaping grave ; 
Thousands shall deem it an old woman's tale, 
Such as the nurses frighten babes withal ; 
These, in a gulf of anguish an 1 of flame. 
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Shall cnrse their reprobation endlessly, 

Yet tenfold pangs shall force them to avow, 

Even on their beds of torment, where they howl, 

My honor and the justice of theiv doom. 

What then avail their virtuous deeds, their thoughts 

Of purity, with radiant genius bright. 

Or lit with human reason's earthly lay t 

Many are call'd bat few will I elect," 

The popular faith of Europe and America, which expexience 
demonstratea to this age has, even as a means of reforming hu- 
manity, been a complete failure, Shelley correctly believed, had 
the 8ame hnhian foundation and origin as that of other revealed 
theologies — ^he sums up the proofs on. which Christianity rests, 
miracles, prophecies, and martyrdomg, with great cleamesa ; 
proves the absurdity of the doctrhie of miracles, as taught by 
Christian writers, shows the falseness of the so-called prophecies, 
even granting the utmost warping of the real meaning 
of the Old Testament texts for Christian purposes, which 
he asserted were to be compared unfavorably with the oracles of 
Delphos, and points out that the Mohammedan dying for his 
prophet, or the Hindoo immolating himself under the wheels 
of Juggernaut could be cited equally as a proof of the divine origin 
of their faiths, as the reputed martyrdoms of Christiana could 
of theirs. 

The development of Christianity, which was really founded by 
Paul, was a subject to which Shelley devoted much attention- 
he tells us that 

" The same means that have supported every other belief, have supported Christianity, 
War, imprisonment, assassination, and falsehood ; deeds of unexampled and incomparable 
atrocity, have made it what it is. The blood shed by the votaries of the God of mercy 
and peace, since the establishment ofhis religion, would probably suffice to drown all other 
sectaries now on the habitable globe. We derive from our ancestors a faith thus fostered 
and supported ; we quarrel, persecute, and hate, for its maintenance. Even under a 
government which, while it infringes the very right of thought and speech, boasts of per- 
mitting the liberty of the press, a man is pilloried and imprisoned because he is a deist, 
and no one raises Ilia voice in the indignation of outraged humanity." 

The numerical majority of Christians— the Greek and Roman 
Catholic — are as much pagans as their ancestorsj the ancient 
Greeks and Romans were exoterically. And why ? Simply 
because on the break-up of the Roman empire— like Moham- 
medanism afterwards, which was the natural reformation and 
revolution from Christian image-worship — Christianity, in a 



>y Go Ogle 



PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY. 31 

natural succession, and by iortuitous circumstances, took pos- 
session of the executive, and placed on the seat of power a 
Christian Byzantine emperor in lieu of a pagan. Basilicas, 
dedicated to Jupiter, Mercury, Adonis, Venus and the deities 
of High Olympus, were re-dedicated to G-od the Father, God the 
Son, God 'the Holy Ghost, the Virgin Mary, and the other saints 
(or gods) of the Christian Pantheon, Statues therein were re- 
christened, and the sacrificial altars were simply transferred for 
the use of the eueharistical sacrifice. The vestal virgins became 
nuns of. the church; the Sacer dotes, her priests ; the mysteries 
of Isis, her Agap^e. Her incense, her pictures, her image-wor- 
ship, her holy water, her processions, and her prodigies, too, all 
came from the same source. Thus were the socialistic and com- 
munistic teachings, based on the Philoic-Essenism of the Re- 
former of Kazareth, paganized, prostituted, and entirely mis- 
represented. His life and labors were transformed from the natu- 
ral into what was considered by the vulgar the supernatural, and 
all those who dared — like Hypatia, ■With thousands of other 
pioixs and noble ancients — to deny Ms divinity, were sacrificed to 
this new Moloch, set up by parricide Constantines, or adulterers 
of the Theodosius caste. Thus through the ages, has the race 
suffered under such murder, rapine, and lust, as never disgraced 
tolerant ancient heathendom in the interests of paganism, even as 
recently happened in Central America,* and would happen every- 

* I refer to the abominable outrages perpetrated a few months ago at San. 
MigTiel, Panama, where popular preachers were forced by the ecclesiastical powers to 
foment rebellion by violently denouncing the State authorities, who had refused to 
allow a pastoral of the Christian Bishop of San Salvador, hostile to the laws, to be read in 
the churches. Having been put into a state of frenzy by one Palacios, a canon of the 
cathedral, a fanatic mob revolted, liberated prisoners, murdered generals in command, 
massacred numbers of the best citizens, set fire to the city with kerosene, and destroyed 
over one million dollars' worth of property. After this theological revolt had been put down, 
passports, couched in tlie following terms, and sealed with the seal of the bishopric, were 
found on the bodies of some of these holy murderers : 

" Petee. — Open to the bearer the gates of heaven, who has died for religion. 

(Signed), Geokge, Bishop of San Salvador." 

Similar attempts were made by the Christian hierarchy in Brazil against the Masonic 
body ; but, fortunately, the emperor, a liberal and an enlightened savant, crushed the 
attempt under foot, and unmistakably proved, to the satisfaction of humanity, that he 
wasnottobetranstormedinto a nineteenth century Charles the Ninth or Philip the Second, 
and act the cat's paw for Pio Nono, cK-carbonari and recusant mason, to wreak his ven- 
geance on the brethren whom he had betrayed. 
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where else, if priestcraft had the power to act without restraint, 
so that, as Shelley says, 

" Earth groans beneath religion's iron age, 
And priests dare babble of a God of Peace — 
Even whilst their hands are red with guiltless blood, 
Murdering the while, uprooting every germ 
Of truth, exterminating, spoiling aO, 
Making the earth a slaughter-house." 

To those who will look down the ages, I would ask, is this 
picture overdrawn "i and further, to remember that in Shelley's 
own words : 

" Eleven millions of men, women and children have been killed in battle, butchered 
in their sleep, burned to death at public festivals of sacrifice, poisoned, tortured, assassi- 
nated and pillaged in tlie spirit of the religion of peace, and for the glory of the most 
merciful God." 

Is it amazing that he shonld have written such a "highly 
wrought and admirably sustained" tragedy as the "Cenci," 
founded on facta, and which has been deemed by competent 
critics the first since Shakspeare — thai; he should have brought 
forward, with vivid delineation, the crimes of the priest- 
hood—and that he should have made us remember the terrors of 
the bloody wars on heretics and heathen, in words such as these : 

" Yes ! I have seen God's worshippers unsheathe 
The sword of His revenge, when grace descended, 
Confirming all unnatural impulses, 
To sanctify their desolating deeds ; 
And frantic priests wave the ill-omen'd cross 
O'er the unhappy earth ; then shone the sun 
On showers of gore from the up flashing steel 
Of safe assassination, and all crime 
Made stingless by the spirits of the Lord. 
And blood-red rainbows canopied the land. 
Spirit! noyearof my eventful being 
Has pass'd unstain'd by crime and misery, 
Which flows from God's own faith. I've marked his slaves 
With tongues whose lies are venomous, beguile 
The insensate mob, and whilst one hand was red 
With murder, feign to stretch the other out 
For brotherhood and peace ; and that they now 
Babble of love and mercy, whilst their deeds 
Are marked with all the narrowness and crime 
That freedom's young arm dare not yet chastise ?" 

Protestant Christians may urge that all this is not Christi- 
anity ; if it be not — ^for it is the record of the Church — I would 
ask, what is ? and where shall we find the history of Christiani- 
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ty for the fifteen centuries before Luther's time? and where, to- 
day ? Their predecessors plucked the plumage from the dying 
bird of mythology, as they, themselves, have robbed the liberal 
orchard of all its choicest .fruits and palmed them off as of their 
own growth. Protestants would not, I dai-e say, now counte- 
nance the persecutions of the past, but yet, I would tell them 
that their Protestantism has been a great mistake ; and that, 
at this moment, there is no unity among the opposers of Cath- 
olicism, who are split into a thousand sects, wrangling for 
superiority, like wolves over offal ; and that their churches 
are gradually converging toward nationalism on the one 
hand, aud Catholic Sacerdotalism on the other ; in regard to 
which last, the Historical Iloman Church— the only Christian 
body which presents a solid phalanx— one must not be too icono- 
clastic, remembering that, iu the monastic houses and great 
ecclesiastical libraries we have had conserved for us, although, 
perchance by accident, the records of all the philosophy, all 
the jurisprudence, all the polity, all the literature, and all the 
civilization of ancient Greece and Rome, that remained from 
the Alexandrian library and pre-Christian times — the mediaeval 
clerics were the great conservators of knowledge, which we in- 
herit directly from Europe; and we should be, therefore, 
grateful to them equally with Mohammedanism, from 
which we received, through the Crusaders and the Moors, the 
basis of nearly all science and luxury, from Asia. There were, 
undoubtedly, many bad popes, men as bad as the incestuous, 
and, according to the recent dogma, the iniallible Alexander 
Borgia ; priests who are not all vile, butiniany nobler than their 
system, acknowledge this with regret, and among whom there 
are some whom I can reverence, such as John Henry Newman, for 
instance, whose life would favorably compare with that of 
Shelley, or any liberal. There have been popes, also, whose 
lives Imve been as pure, as disinterested, and as virtuous as that 
of any stoic or epicurean. We owe much to Sistus the Fifth, 
founder of the Vatican Library, and would-be regenerator of 
order in Ms temporal dominions ; to Leo the Great, whose pat- 
ronage of the arts has sent us down the wondrous statuary, paint- 
ing, arid works of genius, which are the admiration of the world ; 
and to Hildebrand, who brought together, in one harmonious 
whole, the struggling elements of European society. It is well 
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to note, too, in order that I may not be misunderstood, that 
Catholiciam is better than savage Fetiahism," and Eation- 
alism in degree superior to either ; and, farther, that Liberalism 
should only war with evil principles, and not with men whom 
they are generally the exponents of ignorantly, and to the best 
of their knowledge. Comtism* acknowledges the fact that 
Christianity was not simply ai mere advance on, but where we 
shall only find the civilization of Europe as it was during mediseval 
times, and recognizes this most strongly, by placing over fifty 
of these great geniuses and luminaries, popes, bishops, and 
saints of the Catholic Church, in the Comtist Calendar, under 
the sixth and seventh months dedicated to St. Paul or Catholic- 
ism, and Charlemagne or Feudal Civilization respectively. We 
should thank the followers of Comte for thus bringing to oar 
notice what we might be liable to occasionally forget in our 
bigotry and frequent over-anxiety. 

In popularizing terms wrongly, lies much mischief. If the 
misapplied term Christianity, signify the current notion, zeal 
for-triith, the good of mankind, and active virtue or Christism, 
the reputed precepts of Christ, then Shelley taught that ethical 
system, and the so-called Christian world which persecuted him, 
the opposite. 

No one believed, better than Shelley, in the necessity of con- 
tinuity, and that all theological systems are a portion of the de- 
velopment of Humanity, 

It should likewise be remembered, that even in the grossest 
superstition, as in the highest belief, the underlying aspiration, 
veiled perhaps, under some beautiful myth, is a straining after 
the pure and the good, and, aa Shelley puts it : , 

susceptible of allegory, and, like Janus, 

It should also be considered, that it is better not to interfere 
with, the faith of the ignorant, but let them remain in an exoteric 

* Comtism, or Positivism is that casuistical system of modern Atheism, founded by 
Auguste Comte, the Ignatius Loyola of Materialism, and which that learned pantarchical 
madman strung together in Esquirol's lunatic asylum. It is an insidious philosophy, full 
of Jesuistry, and teaches a soi-disant Keligion which is Ir-religion. a pseudo-God, which 
has no conceivable existence, and an impossible immortality of the soul, ignoring a 
future state. The present crusade of Comtism in our midst, with false colors tiying can 
be justly compared to that of St. Francois Xavier in Hindostan. 
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condition, uiitil tliey are properly developed by sufficient edu- 
cation and consequent intelligence. It is just as much the duty 
of advanced thinkers not to tamper with the beliefs of men who 
are in an early stage of progress, as it is not to put a flaming 
torch in the possession of a lunatic, or a raaor in the hands of 
a child. 

Sheliey, in his philosophy, accepted all this, with the full 
consciousness that in the end truth would prevail — he yearned 
for the time when priest-led slaves would 

" Cease to proclaim that man 
Inherits vice and misery, when force 
And falsehood hang even o'er the cradled babe, 
Stifling with rudest grasp all natural good," 

and for that epoch when ' ' the Mohammedan, the Jew, the Chris- 
tian, the Deist, and the Atheist will live together in one com- 
munity, equally sharing the benefits which arise from its asso- 
ciations, and united in the bonds of charity and brotherly 
love." 

With Shelley we can turn with delight to the gospels of the 
future, as of the ancient past; and the ramifications of the 
Trinity of a truly Rational Religion, Nature, Science, and Art, 
where we have, instead of idle prayers, addressed to gross 
material idols, or the impossible entities hitherto depicted in 
theological systems, a feeling of real satisfaction in learning how 
to live rather than to die, and in practicing virtue and benevo- 
lence for their own sakes, than for improbable rewards in the un- 
satisfactory hereafter, enunciated from the theological platf orm. 

liike a true religionist, Shelley tells us that aspirations to 
"Madre Natura," like the following, should be poured out in 
silent, grateful conimunion with Omnipresence, and not in tem- 
ples made by hands : 

Spirit of Nature ! here ! 
In this interminable wilderness 
Of worlds, at whose immensity 

Even soaring fancy staggers. 

Here is thy fitting temple. 
Yet not the shghtest leaf 
That quivers to the passing breeze 

Is less instinct with thee ; 

Vet not the meanest worm 
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Spirit of Nature ! thou [ 
Imperisliable as this scene, 
Here is thy fitting temple. 

From such a soul-inspiring altar should praises like tliese be 
raised, and with, wliat sacred feeling would tlie pme worshipper 
revel "where spirits live and dream — -where all that is sweet in 
sound, or pure in vision floats on the air, or passes dimly before 
the sight," for as the late Professor J. G. Hoyt, in his essay on 
Shelley beautifully points out — "To him everything was Grod, 
and God was everything. Epery place was peopled with forms 
of beauty and animated with living inteUigencea. Hills and val- 
leys, forests and fountains, were each thronged with presiding 
deities— bright effluences from the Divinity that stirred within, 
and shone above the whole." 

In leaving the first portion of my paper, I will make the fol- 
lowing quotation from a remarkable article on Shelley in the 
pages of the National Magazine, which all minds unshackled, 
and free from prejudice, must acknowledge to be correct in the 
main, and which admirably sums up his efforts in metaphysical 
philosophy. Our attention ^ called to the fact that we dis- 
cover in all Shelley's writings "a freer and purer development 
of what is best and noblest iu ourselves. We are taught in it 
to love all living and lifeless things, with which in the material 
and moral universe we are surrounded — we are taught to love 
the wisdom and goodness and majesty of the Almighty, for we 
are taught to love the univ.erse, his symbol and visible exponent. 
God has given two books for the study and instruction of man- 
kind ; the book of revelation and the book of nature. In one 
at least of these was Shelley deeply versed, and in this one he haa 
given admirable lessons to his fellow-men. Throughout his 
writings, every thought and every feeling is subdued and 
chastened by a spirit of unutterable and boundless love. The 
poet meets us on the common ground of a disinterested 
humanity, and hei teaches us to hold an earnest faith in the 
worth and the intrinsic Godliness of the soul. He tells us— he 
makes us feel that there is nothing higher than human hope, 
nothing deeper than the human heart ; he exhorts us to labor 
devotedly in the great and good work of the advancement of 
human virtue and happiness, and stimulates us 

' To love and bear— to hope till hope creates 
From its own wreck the thing it contemplates. ' " 
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It is observed by Shelley that 

" The exertions of Locke, Hume, Gibbon, Voltaire, Rousseau, and their disciples in 
favor of oppressed and deluded humanity, are entitled to the gratitudeof mankind. Yet 
it is easy to calculate the degree of moral and intellectual improvement which the 
world would have exhibited, had they never lived. A little more nonsense would have 
been talked for a century or two ; and perhaps a few more men, women and children 
burnt as heretics. We might not at this moment have been congratulating each other on 
the abolition of the Inquisition in Spain." 

The vast impetus, which these extraordinaxy geniuses gave to 
freedom in metaphysical strongholds, led to a corresponding 
degree of liberty in the political and social relations. 

Shelley was not one who 

" beheld the woe 
In which mankind was bound, and deem'd that fate 
Which made them abject, would preaervo them so." 

but on the contrary was aware of the progressive character of 
the race, and threw himself with all his heart and soul into the 
cause of Republicanism, and never slackened in his efforts till 
death took him from his work. His noblest endeavors were 
directed toward the cause of suffering humanity, crushed under 
the weight of despotism ; and his tuneful lyre was ever struck 
in behalf of the Goddess of Freedom, to whom, in that soul inspi- 
ring " Ode to Liberty," he offers chapleta of the most glorious 
verse to rouse the nations from their apathy. He has given ub his 
reflections on the English Revolution, when Cromwell crushed 
royalty nndet- his feet in the person of the tyrant Charles 
Stuart, and which, notwithstanduag, rose again to befoul, in the 
profligacy and debauchery of the second Carolian epoch ; on 
the French Revolution, when an intelligent people drove out a 
brood of vampires, who had drained the blood of France too long, 
to be replaced by atrocious demagogues, hateful priest-ridden 
Bourbons and a Napoleon Bonaparte, the wholesale Jaffa pois- 
oner, on whose death Shelley wrote lines pregnant with repub- 
lican feelings : 

" I hated thee, fallen tyrant ! I did groan 
To think that a most ambitious slave, 
Like thou, shouldst dance and revel on the grave 
Of Liberty. Thou mightst have built thy throne 
Where it had stood even now ; thou didst prefer 
A frail and bloody pomp, which time has swept 
In fragments towards oblivion. Massacre, 
For this I pray'd would on thy sleep have crept, 
Treason and Slavery, Rapine, Fear and Lust, 
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And stifled thee, their minister. I know 

Too late, since Itou and France are in the dust, 

Tliat virtue owns a more eternal foe 

Than force or fraud; old custom, legal crime, 

And bloody Faith, the foulest birth of time," 

Wittfullknowledge of all this, he hopefully looked withloving 
eyes toward this side of the Atlantic, to your magnificent con- 
stitution and model Republic, built on the consolidated masonic 
bases of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, as did also the mass 
of my compatriots, who, suffering under a more intolerant des- 
potism, and unable to help themselves, had no hand or voice in 
the attempted tyranny, from which your forefathers properly 
rebelled one hundred years age.. 

In "Hellas" we find Shelley advocatingthe cause of Greece, and 
it is believed, that that poem assisted his friend Byron in the 
determination to wield his sword in the cause of Q-recian Liberty. 
" The Revolt of Islam," Ma most mystical work, next to his early 
effort, " St. Irvyiie, or the Rosicrucian," is full of the most 
majestic and sympathetic thoughts, aiidunderlyingitsweirdness 
we have all those elements "which essentially compose a poem 
in the cause of a liberal and comprehensive morality, and with 
the view of kindling in the bosom of his reader a virtuous 
enthusiasm for those doctrines of liberty and justice, that faith 
and hope in something good, which neither violence, nor mis- 
representation, nor prejudice, nor the continual presence and 
pressure of evil, can ever totally extinguish among mankind." 

Can we wonder that Shelley could be else than Republican 
when he regarded what Thackeray afterward summed up with 
biting irony, the record of the reigning house of Great Britain, 
the mad Guelph Blenders of the OTirisUan Faitli {f), the results 
of whose labors have been corroborated by Gi-eville and recent 
writers "i 

To what a line of monarchs, was Shelley called upon to give 
allegiance andprostrate himself before, and can we be astonished 
that he tbns describes the state these abominable Hanoverians 
had "England in 1819:" 

" An old, mad. blind, despised and dying king, — 
Princes the dregs of their dull race who flow 

Through public scorn, mud from a muddy spring, — 
Rulers who neither see, nor feel, nor know, 

But leech-like to their fainting country cling, 

TiO they drop blind in blood without a blow, — 
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A people starved and stabbed in untitled field, — 

An army wtilcli liberticide and prey 
Make as a two-edged sword to all who wield, — 

Golden and sanguine laws which tempt and slay — 
Religion Cliristless, Godless, a book sealed, — 
A Senate— time's worst statute unrepealed,— 

Are graves from which a glorious phantom may 
Burst to Olumine our tempestuous day ? " 

To aid Hepublicanism, -lie threw himself wltli fervor into the 
cause of the unhappy Caroline of Brunswick ; and on her ac- 
count he wrote "G-od Save the Queen," in imitation of the 
British national anthem, and the satirical piece entitled " Swell- 
foot, the Tyrant." In the following words he attacked the 
prime minister, Lord Castleragh, whose reactionary counsels were 
transforming England into a state analogous to that of Russia 
to-day : 

" Then trample and dance, thou oppressor. 
For thy victim is no redressor ! 
Thou art sole lord and possessor 
Of her corpses, and clods and abortions — they pave 
Thy path to a grave. 

For the Lord Chancellor, Eldon, his hatred was intense ; for, in 
additionto the crime of robbing him of his children, this occupant 
of the wool-sack, had made the seat of justice an appanage for 
his Inst of wealth and power. I have already quoted some ver- 
ses on this renowned lawyer, and will now present you with two 
others bearing on the same subiect : 

" Next came Fraud, and he had on, 

Like Lord Eldo#, an ermine gown ; 

His big tears (for he wept well) 

Turned to mill stones as they fell ; 
" And the little chiidtett, who 

Round his feet played to and fro. 

Thinking every tear a gem, 

Had their brains knocked out by them." 

In Queeffh Mob, Shelley has presented us with an unmistakable 
portraiture of the "First Gentleman in Europe;" and in the 
following lines, which I have taken from this poem, I have 
chosen two extracts, descriptive of the origin of political 
despotism, and the reason of its continuance : 

" Whence, thinkest thou, kings and parasites arose ? 
Whence that unnatural line of drones, who heap 
Toil and unvanquisliable penury 
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On Ihose who build their palaces, and bring 

Their daily bread? From vice, black, loathsome vice. 

From rapine, madness, treachery and wrong ; 

From all thai genders misery, and makes 

Of earth this thorny wiiderness ; from lust. 

Revenge and murder." 

" Nature rejects the monarch, not the man ; 
The subject, not the citizen ; for kings 
And subjects, mutual foes, forever play 
A losing game into each other's hands, 
Whose stakes are vice and misery. The man 
Of virtuous soul commands not nor obeys. 
Power, like a desolating pestilence, 
Pollutes whate'er it touches ; and obedience, 
Bane of all genius, virtue, freedom, truth, 
Makes slaves of men, and of the human frame 
A mechanized automaton." 

Shelley believed in reformation, not revolution ; and in the 
"Revolt of Islam" and his Irish pamphlets, we find -him advo- 
cating a bloodless revolution, except where feree was used, and 
then force for force, if compromise were hop*4ess. His idea was 
ever the foundation of political systems founded on that of this 
eoimtry, or on the ancient G-reek Republic. He says ; 

" The study of modem history is the study of kings, financiers, statesmen, and 
priests. The history of ancient Greece is the study of legislators, philosophers, and 
poets ; it is the history of men compared with the history of titles. What the Greelts 
were was a reality, not a promise. And what we are and hope to be is derived, as it 
were, from the influence of these glorious generations." 

Hoping almost against hope for the regeneration of his coun- 
try, he submitted to the people 8f England a proposal for 
putting to thevotethegreat reform question, which was filling the 
public mind ; but he was conscious that iu the then unprepared 
state of public knowledge and feeling, universal sufErage was 
fraught with peril, and remarks that although 

" A pure republic may be shown, by inferences the most obvious and irresistible, to 
be that system of social order the fittest to produce the happiness and promote the genu- 
ine eminence of man. Yet nothing can less consist with reason, or afford smaller hopes of 
any beneficial issue, than the plan which should abolish the regal and the aristocratii 
branches of our constitution, before Ihe public iniud, through many gradations of impro* 
ment, shall have arrived at the maturity which shall disregard these symbols of its child- 

An essay has. come down to us (unhappily unfinished), in 
which he argues in favor of "Government by Juries." It is 
but a fragment", and yet it shows us that his mind was ever in 
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search of the right solation of the CLuestion of proper Ipgislation 
for the masses. WilHam Pitt, with, enemies on every side, puh- 
licly acknowledged the extraordinary genius which impelled the 
American resolution, and admired the constitution of this coun- 
try, as well as the masterly character of the "Declaration of 
Independence." In unstinted praise does he epeak of the learn- 
ing and remarkable public spirit of the signers. With equal 
praise, I am confident, everyone must eulogize the " Declaration 
of Rights," compiled by Shelley, which he put before his coun- 
trymen sixty-three years ago. Therein he has given the whole 
of his conception of the correct theory of government, and it 
cannot fail to be read by advanced minds with feelings of 
genuine pleasure. 

The race has suffered through its long martyrdom vrith the 
horrors-of war. One tyrant after another, to aid his accursed, 
ambition or revenge his spite upon a brother monarch, has 
cursed the unhappy earth and humanity with the terrors of 
long-continued devastation and bloodshed. With burning 
pen has Shelley depicted war in its most hideous aspects, and by 
most beautiful comparisons has he shown us the sublimity of 
peace. He points out, that 

"* War is tlie statesman's game, tie priest's delight, 
The lawyer's jest, the hired assassin's trade." 

He repudiates the notion that man, if 'left free, would wan- 
tonly heap ruin, vice, or slavery, or curse his species with the 
withering blight of war ; and he shows us how 

" K(ngs, priests, and statesmen blast th.e human flower, 
jf Even, in it,s tender bud ; their influence darts 
Like subtle poison through the bloodless veins 
Of desolate society. The child, 
Ere he can lisp,his mother's sacred name. 
Swells with the unnatural piide of crime, nnd lifts 
Jris baby sword even in,a hero's mood. 
This infant aijn becomes the bloodiest scottrge 
Of devastated earth; whilst specious names. 
Learnt in soft chi[dhoo<i's nnsuspecting.hour. 
Serve as the sophisms with which manhood dima 
Bright reason's ray, and sanctifies the sword 
Upraised to shed a brother's innocen t blood." 

In other places he seems to prophetically point out what this 
generation appears to comprehend— the Judiciousness of arbi- 
tration—which in the future will be the true panacea for this 
frightful afttiction of humanity. 
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To the current Irisli questions Shelley devoted mueh of his 
time, and took up his residence in Dublin, to aid the indepen- 
dence of Ireland, which might, under proper treatment, have 
been made one of the brightest spots in the British Dominions ; 
but the inhabitants of which, owing to centuries of English mis- 
rule and oppression, had, in certain parts, fallen into a condi- 
tion not much superior to that of those of Central Airica. 
When we contemplate what Ireland was before the Norman and 
Saxon had set tlieu' feet there, the most prejudiced antagonist 
of the Celtic race cannot but be astonished at the picture pre- 
sented to us after their usurpation. When Saxondom was in a 
state of barbarism, this branch of the Celts was civilized. 
Aldfred, king of the Northumbrian Saxons, has given us the 
experiences of a Saxon in Ireland over a thousand years ago. 
In a poem of Ms own composing, he tells us that he found 
"noble, prosperous sages," "learning, wisdom, welcome, and 
protection," "kings, queens, and royal bards, in every species 
of poetry well skilled. Happiness, comfort, and pleasure," the 
people "famed for justice, hospitality, lasting vigor, fame," 
and "long blooming beauty, hereditary vigor" — and the mon- 
arch concludes his really curious account by saying ; 

"I found in the fdr, surfaced Leinster, 
From Dublin to Slewmargy, 
Long-living men, health, prosperity, 
Biaveiy, hardihood and traffic. 

I found from Ara to Gle, 
In the rich country of Ossory, 
Sweet fruit, strict jurisdiction, 
Men of truth, chess-plajing. 

I found in the great fortress of Meath, 
Valor, hospitality, and truth. 
Bravery, purity, and mirth — 
The protection of all Ireland. 

I found the aged of strict morals. 
The historians recording trutli — 
Each good, each benefit that I have sung. 
In Ireland I have seen." 

Such is the statement of King Aldfred, and the Venerable 
Bede informs us that in Ireland, Saxons and other foreigners 
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were "hospitably received, entertained and educated, furnished 
with books," etc., all gratuitoasly. 

Up to the middle of the sixteenth centuiy, I find, after careful 
study in the Leabhar-Gabhala, the Annals of the Four Masters, of 
Clonmaonoise, of Loch C6, and other historical records, the 
same- continued apparent prosperity, but after the English took 
possession of the larger portion of the country, only,the records 
of anarchy, despotism, and miseiy. Before the Reformation, or 
so long as the English settlers remained within the pale, Ireland 
had been as happy as Ultramontanism would allow, but fiom 
the accession of Elizabeth and the consequent attempted enforce- 
ment of a new theology, against the' wishes of the people, a 
fearful succession of despotfem is revealed. To force Protestant- 
ism on the Irish, Catholicism was put down by the most strin- 
gent laws — the torture chamber never empty, the scaffold rarely 
free from executions, the seaports closed, and manufactures 
forbidden to be exported ; "black laws" of a most iniquitous 
character, exceeding in ingenuity the devices of Tilly or Tor- 
quemada, placed on the statute book. The punishment, for 
being a rfecusant Catholic, or Papist, was death, and it is a 
Imown fact that one Protestant commander, Sir William Cole, 
of Fermanagh, made his soldiers massacre in a short period 
" seven thousand of the vulgar sort," as Borlase informs ns. 
Elsewhere the English behaved in the same manner, and on the 
authority of Bishop Moran it is asserted that the Puritans of 
the North shot down Catholics as wild beasts, and made it their 
business " to imbrue their swords in the hearts' blood of the 
male children." Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Hall, in their valuable work 
on Ireland, state that the possessors of the whole province of 
Ulster were driven out under pain of mortal punishment from 
their homes and lands, without roof over their heads, to be peut 
up in the most barren portion of Connaught, where to pass a 
certain boundary line was instant death without trial, and 
where it was commonly said, "There is not wood enough to 
hang a man, water enough to drown him, nor earth enough to 
bury him." One hundred thousand Catholics were sold &s 
slaves to the West Indian and North American planters by the 
public authority of the Cromwellian government. Such was 
the way these Christians showed their love for then- fellow 
Christians, and can it be wondered that ever since then there 
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has been one oontinual succession of uprismga in that most un- 
happy country ? As the sinew of Ireland' a people in this country 
were driven by necessity, fleeing from the terrors of starvation 
and insufficient existence at home, so were the best of the race 
in the two previous centuries necessitated to fly to the European 
continent, where we flnd them enrolled, for instance, in the 
service of the King of France, and having revenge on their op- 
pi-essors on the field of Pontenoy. Elsewhere in every country 
of Europe do we discover them or their descendants in the front 
ranks, and at the helm of affairs — in Spain, O'Donnell and 
Prim ; in France, Mae Mahon and Lally ToUendal ; in Austria, 
O'Taafe and Maguire. 

Wlien Shelley arrived in Dublin in 1813, he soon found him- 
self joined. to the body of the Repeal party, which was endeavor- 
ing to obtain back the parliament which had been stolen from 
them by British gold, less than a quarter of a century before, 
and to have the Catholic Emancipation Bill made law. Ho 
published two remarkable- political pamphlets, in those days 
the only mode by which a statesman could appeal to the people, 
in which it may be noticed how well he could write in a pop- 
ular style, to effectually serve a purpose. They also prove 
his enthusiasm for the liberty of discussion, and how, although 
he was always ■willing to treat on politics dlone, he was pre- 
occupied with metaphysical q^uestiona which continually crop 
out. 

In the first, which he called An Address to the Irish People, 
and wrote during the first week of his residence in Ireland, 
he commences by eulogizing the Irish, explains to them that 
aU religions are good wliich make men good, and shows that) 
being neither Protestant nor Catholic, he can offer the olive 
branch to each. He then points out the weak spots in each 
other's conduct in the past, the necessity of toleration, and the 
crime of persecution— how different this was to what Christ 
taught I 

He endeavors to prove that arms should not be used — that 
the French Revolution, although undertaken with the best in- 
tentions, ended badly because force" was employed. He recom- 
mends sobriety, regularity and thought ; for the Irish not to 
appeal to bloodshed, but to agitate determinedly for Catholic 
emancipation and repeal, which should be ensured through thg 
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use of moral persuasion. And conclndiug with, an appeal to 
Catholic and Protestant to bear with each other, using mildness 
and benevolence, and to mutually organize a society which 

"Shall serve as a bond to its members for the purpose of virtue, happiness, liberty and 
wisdom by the means of intellectual opposition to grievances," 

he winds up by saying : 

" Adieu, my friends ! May every sun that shines on your green island see the anni- 
hilation of an abuse, and the birth of an embryon of melioration ! Your own hearts — 
iriay they become the shrines of purity and freedom, and never may smoke to the 
Mammon of Unrighteousness ascend from the polluted altar of their devotion." 

In a postscript to this pamphlet, he urges 

" A plan of amendment and regeneration in the moral and political state of society, 
on a comprehensive and systematic philanthropy which shall be sure, thougii slow in its 
projects ; and as it is without the rapidity and danger of revolution, so will it be devoid 
of the time-servingness of temporizing reform ;" 

and quotes Lafayette ; 

"A name endeared by its peerless bearer to every lover of the human race, ' For a 
nation to love liberty, it is snfficient that she knows it to be free ; it is sufficient that she 
wills it.'" 

His other Dublin pamphlet, A Proposal for an Association 
of Philanthropists, consists of remarks of the same character 
as the former, but. he gives a summary of the French Eevoln- 
tion, which he endeavors to clear from the elurs which had been 
cast thereon. The information has come down to us through 
one of Shelley's biographers, that he spoke at several meetings 
in Dublin. At the one in which he made his first appearance in 
public he aroused a large assembly to enthusiasm by his fervid 
eloquence, and yet, notwithstanding all his efforts, his toleration 
unfortunately became the great s bumbling-block in his attempts 
on behalf of Ireland, for we learn that at another meeting of 
patriots : 

" So much ill-will against the Protestants was shown, that Shelley was provoked to 
remark that the Protestants were fellow-Christians and fellow-subjects, and were therefore 
entitled to equal rights and equal toleration with the Papists. Of course, he was forth- 
with interrupted by savage yells. A fierce uproar ensued, and the denouncer of bigotry 
was compelled to be silent. At the same meeting, and afterward, he was even threatened 
.vith personal violence, and the police suggested to him the prapriety of quitting the 
country." 

Qj many it has been said that Shelley was unsnceessfnl iu 
his self-imposed task, but he was simply before his time, and no 
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wouder, when we remember the condition of Ireland at the time 
of his visit. 

We know to-day that much of what te demanded has been 
conceded to Ireland by liberal English governments. An alien 
Church has been disestablished ; public education, Catholic 
emancipation, and a good deal more, has been given. In the 
late repeal movement, the young Ireland party, the Fenian 
organization, and the present Home Rule agitation, we find, as 
Shelley wished, Catholic and Protestant working arm in arm, their 
colors being an admixture of orange and green— a healthy sign. 

Those who dislike, this noble people — for the name is legion 
of those who are fond of shouting "No Irish need apply" — ^I 
would recommend to think calmly over Irish history, to remem- 
ber the frightful outrages pat upon this generous, warm-hearted, 
and impulsive race for centuries, and read up Froude, Mitchell, 
Goldwin-Smith, McGee, Mor&n, and other Irish historians. 

We know what the Irish are capable of, and that in Ireland, 
as here, after a generation or two of education, the old theo- 
logical belief becomes by a gradual process less and less strong. 

On September 6th, 1819, a red letter day was added to the 
English calendar, through the slaughter by cavalry of a number 
of unarmed, men, who were agitating, peaceably, for the rights 
of labor. This is known to posterity as the "Peterloo Mas- 
sacre," and happened in Manchester, on the site of the present 
superb Free Trade Hall, erected by the Free Traders to com- 
memorate the ultimate triumph of their cause over the capital- 
ists, who, in the manufacturing districts, were, until a few years 
back, always aided by the military in putting down strikes or 
demands for increase of wages. 

At the time of this outrage SheUey was in Italy ; in conse- 
quence of it his attention was concentrated more than previously 
on the labor question, and he immediately composed half a 
dozen inspiriting j)oema, f uU of the fire of genius ; in one of 
which he calls, with a voice of thunder, to the 



I. 

" Men of England I wherefore plough 
For the lords who lay ye low ? 
Wherefore weave, with toil and care, 
The rich robes your tyrants wear? 
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11. 
Wherefore feed and dotlie and save, 
From the cradle to the grave, 
Those ungrateful drones who would 
Drain your sweat — nay, drink your blood? 

Ill, 
Wherefore, bees of England, forge 
Many a weapon, chain, and scouige, 
That these stingiest drones may spoil 
The forced produce of your toil? 

IV. 
Have ye leisure, comfort, calm, 
Shelter, food, love's gentle balm ? 
Or what is 't ye buy so dear 
With your pain, and with your fear ? 

V. 
The seed ye sow. another reaps ; 
The wealth ye find another keeps ; 
The robes ye weave, another wears ; 
The arms ye forge, another bears. 

VI. 
Sow seed — but let no tyrant reap ; 
Find wealth — let no impostor heap ; 
Weave robe& — let not the idle wear ; 
Foi^e arms — in your defence to bear. 

VII. 
Shrink to your cellars, holes, and cells ; 
In halls ye deck, another dwells. 
Why shake the chains ye wrought ? Ye see 
The steel ye tempered, glance on ye ! 

VIIL 
"With plough and spade, and hoe and loom. 
Trace your grave, and build your tomb. 
And weave your winding sheet, till ftur 
England be yonr sepulchre !" 

By far the finest composition brought out by this occasion 
was the ',' Masque of Anarchy," a magnificent poem of ninety- 
one rerses, "Anarchy" he describes as riding "on a white 
horae,"* in alliance with theology and statecraft, and whose ad- 
mirers were "lawyers and priests." 

* This doubtless alludes to the House of Hanover, the principal charge on whose 
armorial bearings is a white horse. 
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After a series ol powerful delineations, he describes slavery 
and freedom, justice, wisdom, peace and love, in exquisite 
tei-ms. Then he turns to their lamps — science, poetry, and 
thought, which make secure " the lot of the dwellers in the cot.^' 

He adyses — That, ou some spot of English ground, should 
be convened a great assembly of the fearless and the free, 
who shall come from the bounds of the English coast, and 
from every hut, village, and town, where, for other's misery 
and their own, they lire, suffer, and moan. Also, 

"From tlie workhouse and the prison, 
■Where, pale as corpses newly risen, 
Women, children, young and old, 
Groan for pain, and weep for cold ; 

" From the hannts of daily life. 
Where is waged the daily strife 
With common wants and common cares. 
Which sow the human heart with tares." 

When face to face with their oppressors, no force should 
be used, but instead 

"strong and simple words, 
Keen to wound as sharpened swords, 
And wide as targes let them be. 
With their shade to cover ye." 

The description of the Peterloo massacre which follows, is one 
of the finest pieces of composition in the language, and the poem 
concludes by calling the " Men of England, Heirs of Glory, He- 
roes of Unwritten Story," to 

" Hise like lions after slumber 
In uiivanquishable number ! 
Shake your chains to earth, like dew 
Which in sleep had fall'n on you ; 
' Ve are many— they are few.' " 

In a pamphlet, written ostensibly on the death of the Princess 
Chaxlotte, he calls attention to the fact that three men had been 
executed in the interests of the "big-hearted and generous 
capitalists," of whom we now-a-days hear so much from their 
interested admirers, but whose win^ are now fortunately 
clipped. 

Shelley considered that there was no real wealth but man's 
labor, and that speculators pandering to selfishness, the twin- 
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sister of debased theology, took a piide in tlie prodiiction of 
useless articles of luxury aud oatentation. Imbued with this 
spirit, a man of wealth imagines himself a patriot when employ- 
ing laborers on the erection of a mansion, or a woman of fashion 
indulging in luxurious dress, fancies she is aiding the laboring 
poor. He observes of such instances as these : 

" Wlio does not see that tMsis a remedy which aggrayates, whilst it palliates the 
co'intless diseases of society? The poor are set to labor — for what ? Not the food for 
■which they famish ; not the blankets for want of which their babes are frozen by the cold 
of their miserable hovels ; not those comforts of civilization without which civilised man 
5s far more miserable than the meanest savage, oppressed as he is by all its insidious evils, 
within the daily and taunting prospect of its innumerable benefits assiduously exhibited 
"before him ; no, for the pride of power, for the miserable isolation of pride, for the 
false pleasures of the hundredth part of society." 

Labor is recLuired for physical, and leisure for moral improve- 
ment. What is wanted, he considered, is a state to combine, 
the advantages of both and have the evils of neither. In fact, 
any unnecessary labor which deprives the race of intellectual 
gain, and all times not required for the manufacture of com- 
modities which are necessary for the subsistence of humanity, 
should be occupied only in mental or physical culture. 

Shelley lays down as a principle that commerce is the venal 
Interchange of what human art or nature yields, and which 
should not be purcha,aed by wealth, but demanded by want. 
Labor and commerce, when badly regulated, scatter withering 
curses and open 

" The doors to premature and violent death, 
To penury, famine, and full-fed disease." 

AVealth was a living God, who rules in scorn, and whom 
peasants, nobles, priests, and kings blindly reverence, and by 
whom everything is sold— the light of heaven, earth's produce, 
the peace of outraged conscience, the most despicable things, 
every object of life, and even life itself. 

In a proper condition of society, which should be strictly co- 
operative, there would necessarily be no pauperism, and 

" No meditative signs of selfishness, 

No jealous intercourse of wretched gain, 
■ No balancings of prudence, cold and long ; 

In just and equal measure all is weighed ; 

One scale contains the sum of human weal. 

And one the good man'^heart." 
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The fruits of Shelley's enunciations on the labor and capital 
questions, and the school of political economists to which he 
belonged, have made wondrous progress. The world is begin- 
ning to see thatlaborhaa the unrestricted right of coalition, that 
there should be only a standard day's work, according to the 
wants of society, with prohibition of labor for at least one day 
in the week ; that legislation is required for the protection of 
the life and health of the working man, and that mines, factories,- 
and workshops should be strictly controlled by sanitary of&cers 
selected by labor ; that no children' s work should be permitted, 
or women's, which may be considered unhealthy; that prison 
work should be regulated, and that laborers' co-operative and 
benevolent societies should be administered Independently of 
the State. 

Liberals must learn from their enemies, must organize and let 
the ramifications of unshackled thought spread through the lands, 
and must, above all, conserve the control of education. Where- 
ever there is a church or chapel, let there be beside it a hall or 
club, in which shall be inculcated the simple doctrines of a pure, 
integralised religion. 

On the statute book of England there yet remains a law di- 
rected against the freedom of the press and discussion ; to even 
discuss the cLuestion of the divinity of Christ was considered 
blasphemy, and the person so offending was punished most se- 
verely by the criminal laws. At the present time this wretched 
remnant of the dark ages is practically a dead letter. The 
friends of SheUey suffered from this most intolerant spirit. 
Keats, it is believed by many, was wounded unto death for dar- 
ing to speak on behalf of freedom, and we are given glimpses 
in the Adonais of his feelings on the subject ; Leigh Hunt 
and his brother were imrprisoned and fined for the same ; the 
publisher of the pirated edition of Shelley's Queen JlfaJ was 
cast into Newgate ; Eaton, a London bookseller, had been sen- 
tenced by Lord Ellenborough to a lengthened incarceration, for 
publishing Paine' s Age of Reason^ and hundreds of others suf- 
fered similarly. The abominable circumstance of Eaton's con- 
viction caused great uproar ; the Marquis of Wellesley, in the 
House of Lords, stated it was " contrary to the mild spirit of the 
Christian religion ; for no sanction can be found under that dis- 
ition which wUl warrant a government to impose disabilities 
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and penalties upon any man on account of his religions opin- 
ions." Siielley, who was then only nineteen years of age, and 
had himself suffered from bigotiy at Oxford, threw himself pub- 
licly into the controversy with great vehemence, with "a com- 
position of great eloquence and logical exactness of reasoning, 
and the truths which it contains on the subject of universal tol- 
eration are now generally admitted." Lady Shelley, from whom 
I have just quoted, says that her husband' s father, "from his 
earliest boyhood to his latest years, whatever varieties of opinion 
may have marked his intellectual course, never for a moment 
swerved from the noble doctrine of unbounded liberty of thought 
and speech. To him the rights of intellect were sacred ; and all 
kings, teachers, or priests who sought to circumscribe the activ- 
ity of discussion, and to check by force the full development of 
the reasoning powers, he regarded as enemies to the independ- 
ence of man, who did their utmost to destroy the spiritnal 
essence of our being." 

To Shelley's able advocacy, and to his appeals against the 
stamping out of political and social truths opposed to custom, 
particulariy the celebrated letter to Lord Eilenborough, it can- 
not be denied that the toleration now enjoyed in Great Britain 
owes much. 

Shelley was one of those who most earnestly deprecated pun- 
ishment by death. In his early years, if a man stole a sheep, 
or shot a hare, committed forgery or larceny, was a recusant 
catholic or a wizard, there was, on Ms conviction, but one pen- 
alty meted out— death. To Shelley's sensitive nature, this 
painted and tinged everything aroupd him with an aspect of 
blood. In one of his political pamphlets, summoning all his 
energies, he depicts in fearful colors, the depraved example of 
an execution— how it brutalized the race, and how it was the duty 
of man not to commit murder on his fellow-man, in the name 
of the laws. The abolition of the first of these, he stated that 
reformers should propose on the eve of a great political change. 
He considered that the punishment by death harbored revenge and 
retaliation, which legislation should be the means of eradica- 
ting, and he urged that 

" Governments which derive their institutions from the enistence of circumstances of bar- 
barism and violence, with soipe rare exceptions, perhaps, are bloody in proportion as they 
are despotic, and form the manners of their subjects to a sympathy with their own spirit." 
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In Eaglattd, as in many other coTiiitries, capital punishment is 
now only employed on conviction ol murder or high treason. 
In Spain and Italy it was totally abolished, on the foundation 
of their young republics. Thus have the labors of Shelley, and 
other reformers for the good of humanity, aided to extinguish 
crime made law. 

Cruelty to animals was another reform agitated by SheUey. 
His love for the animal kingdom and hatred of blood-shedding, 
waa BO great, that he personally carried the passion to such an 
extent aa to become a vegetarian, and endeavored to induce 
others to be the same, in an admirable argument of some length 
in the notes to " Queen Mab." 

The subject of the Rights of Women is approached and expa- 
tiated on, perhaps learnedly, by individuals utterly incompetent 
to deal with the question. Such persons, frequently armed with 
Sunday-school platitudes, believing in the inferiority of women, 
consequent on the supposed fall, and doubtless with heads paved 
with good intentions, as a certain place is said to be, do more 
harm than good to the cause. This is not wanted, and is worse 
than useless. To found a real republic on a solid baslg, it can 
be legislated for only by removing the ancient landmarks by a 
gradual process, and coming face to face with a new order of 
things, without bias or prejudice borrowed from the past. Thus 
that noble woman, Mary Wolstonecraft, as well as John Stuart 
Mill, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and numerous others, have treated 
this all-important question, which cannot be shirked by the race. 
True reformers ask : What was the condition of the sex in the 
past ? Look down the revlalving cycles and note. In ancient 
Egypt, woman in the upper classes was almost the equal of man, 
and although, like Cleopatra, she could wield the sceptre, yet in 
the lower her condition was wretched ; in Asia, a mere slave and 
object of Zenana lust ; in savagedom, a beast of burthen. In 
Rome and Q-reece, Shelley shall tell the story : 

" Among the ancient Greeks the male sex, one half of the human race, received the 
highest cultivation and refinement ; whilst the other, so far as intellect is concerned, wero 
educated as slaves, and were raised but few degrees in all that related to moral or intel- 
lectual excellen* above the condition of savages. * * * The Roman women held 
ahigher consideration in society, and were esteemed almost as the equa,! partners with their 
husbands in the regulation of domestic economy and the education o' their children." 

Eegard the incidents of a Jewish wooing, in which the woman 



>y Go Ogle 



PEBCT BYSSHE SHELLEY. 43 

had no voice, and of the marriage, the infernal punishments for 
adultery, and the accounts of the seraglios of the Hebrew kings 
equalled only by Turkish harems, and some of the passages in 
the inspired Book of Numbers, for instance, in which the horri- 
ble truth is frecLuently too evident, and only ecLualled by the fact 
that after lust had played out its passion, unfortunate women, 
taken in captivity, could, by divine command, be turned adrift 
to rot or starve. In Christian Feudalism we iind nothing mnch 
better. If I have read history correctly, and I may be wrong — 
the upper-grade women in mediaeval Europe, who were adored, 
not with love, but with lascivious and sensual worship, by Chris- 
tian knights and troubadours, and who, like criminals to the 
halter, were forced, rarely with their own consent, into the arms 
of men they disliked or had never seen, or were placed in con- 
ventual houses against their wills. Of the lower-grade women, I 
need only ofler one example — and that is sufficient to show 
their awful degi'adation ; the French and G-erman feudal lord 
had the right of cuissage, or, in plain English, the embraces of 
his serf -retainer's bride on the marriage night. 

Shelley considered that in consequence of all this, men had 
forgotten their duties to the other sex, and that even at the 
time at which he lived woman was still in great social bondage, 
improperly educated, tied down by restrictions, and refused 
paj'ticipatioD in the higher positions of labor. He called not in 
vain, against the inequality of the sexes, and asserted that wo- 
man's position must and should be altered by forgetting the 
tyranny of the past, and, be determined, for the good of the 
future. 

We should be rejoiced that eloquent exponents of the abom- 
inations of former ages, the evils of the present, and the proper 
position of the future, are now hard at work. The "Women's 
Bights" party is up teaching men their duties on every conti- 
nent ; in distant India, the Brahmo Soma] is battling, not vain- 
ly, against the horrors of the Zenana, and in conservative Eng- 
land, which has been stormed, and the forlorn hope is now 
taking possession of the citadel ; _ everywhere it is the same. 
Yes, woman, thanks to Shelley and the reformers, is about to be 
emancipated and free ; free to earn her living, how, where, and 
when she likes ; the equal of man, who shall no longer play such 
fantastic tricks as he did in the past, in proof of his dignity and 
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superiority. The fourth of July is not long past and gone ; I 
trust that in the dim vista of the future, our descendants will 
keep a national holiday, or a day to be set apart on which shall 
be celebrated the "Declaration of the Independence of Women," 
and then, perhaps, Shelley's description of woman in the " Ep- 
isychidion ' ' will be more apparent : 

" Seraph of heaven ! too gentle to be hamaa, 
Veiling beneath the radiant form of woman 
All that is nnsupportable in thee, 
Of light, and love, and immortality." 

I now approach a very delicate portion of my essay : the ques- 
tion of the marriage relation. By many it is scouted with much 
virtuous indignation, but I conceive that the liberal, who, like 
too many, dare not discuss this matter in its broadest and widest 
aspects, should be stigmatized as unworthy of the name. Christ 
is reported to have urged the admirers of hia ethical system to 
take up their cross and follow him^ leaving father, mother, wife, 
children, and all they may have — thus Shelley acted, and it bears 
as equally pregnant lessons to free thinkers as it did to those 
Syrian fishermen. Oh, that liberals had as much "faith" in 
the truth, in the .efficacy of their cause, as the first Christians are 
said to have had in the teachings of that Christ whom they re- 
garded not as a Divinity, but as a son of Gfod, as we to-day are 
sons of God, of the most high 1 Oh, that we could carry that 
"faith" into our beliefs, and the determination to be stopped 
at 110 obstacle which may bar the progress of truth, which must 
conquer in the end ! 

The favorite theme in the writings of Shelley is "Eros," love 
of the individual, of the race, of nature, and in this he follows 
Christ, in whose system of Philosophy, Love is ever the pre- 
dominating idea which permeates mankind with its beneficial 
effects, and vrill, when the bastard tinsel with which the truths of 
the Nazaiene are hidden, be replaced by that pure gold which it 
is impossible to trace in the enunciations of any previous phil- 
osopher. This subject is always present to Shelley, and he thus 
appeals in one of his poems to the 

" Great Spirit, deepest Love ! 
Which rukst and dost move 
All things which live, and are." 
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lu another place he incLuires — 

ywhatislove? Ask him wlio lives, what is life? Ask Hm who adores, what is God ? " 

And in the same essay he describes love as 

'''The bond and sanction which connects man with man, and with everything which 
exists." 

Elsewhere he points out that the attainment of love 

"urges forth the power of man to arrest the fdntest shadow of that without the possession 
of which there is no rest nor respite to the heart over which it rules, (and that) so soon 
as this want or power is dead, man becomes the living sepulchre of himself, and what yet 
survives is the mere husk of what once he was." 

Of such was Shelley's philosophy of love, and I woald ask if 
it be conceivable that the abominable calumny prompted by 
theological virus, that he kept a seraglio, as his Mend Leigh 
Hunt informs us was reported, had any real existence. Shelley 
was too pure for any such idea as that of promiscuous sexual 
intercourse to be acted on by himself ; his life, which lies open 
before us, refutes the diabolical invention. The fact was, that at 
the early age of nineteen he married Harriet Westbrook, the 
daughter of a retired tavern keeper, a woman without soul and 
that congeniality of disposition which a man ovei-flowing with the 
pulses of genius should have chosen. After a wretched exis- 
tence without intellectual sympathy, and on the advice of her 
father, who did not agree with his ideas on religion, they parted 
by mutual consent, never to meet again. Shelley about this pe- 
riod met his second wife, a woman of the highest powers of mind 
and charm of body, Mary Wolstonecraft Godwin, the authoress 
of FranTcenstein and other works, daughter of William God- 
win, the novelist, and author of Politioal Justice and Mary 
Wolstonecraft, the gifted writer of The RigMs of Women. We 
are told by Lady Shelley that, "To her, as they met one event- 
ful day in St. Pancras churchyard, by her mother's grave, Bys- 
she, in burning words, poured forth the tale of his wild past, 
how he had suffered, how he had been misled, and how, if sup- 
ported by her love, he hoped, in future years, to enroll his name 
with the wise and good, who had done battle for their fellow- 
men and been true through all adverse storms to the cause of 
humanity. Unhesitatingly she placed her hand in his, and 
linked her fortune with his own," 

After the death of his first wife, on the solicitation of God- 
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win, who was anxious for the landed interests of his grandchil- 
dcen, a legal union was performed. After looking on this epi- 
sode, in the most charitable manner, 1 am confident the stem- 
eat moralist cannot but "acknowledge that the passionate love 
of a boy should not be held a serious blemish, ta a man whose 
subsecLuent life was exceptional in virtue and beneficence." 

BelieTing,' as I have explained, in the divinity of love, Shelley 
regarded everything in the relation of the sexes with the most 
intense horror, which was not consistent with "freedom ;" and 
by which he most certainly did not signify the license attributed 
by many. When he looked around and saw the withering blast 
of forced marriages, conjugal hatred and prostitution, can we be 
astonished at his passionately exclaiming : 

" Etcii love is sold ; the solace of all woe 
Is turned to deadliest agony, old age 
Shivers in selfish beauty's loathing aims, 
And youth's corrupted impulses prepare 
A life of horror from the blighting bane 
Of commerce, whilst the pestilence that springs 
From unenjoying sensualism, has filled 
All human life with hydra-headed woes ?" 

In a most important essay bearing on this passage, which 
should be widely studied, he observes : 

" Love is inevitably consequent upon the perception of loveliness. Love withers 
under cons tramt ; its very essence is liberty; it is compatible neither with obedience, 
jealousy, nor fear j it is then most pure, perfect, and unlimited, where its votaries live in 
confidence, equality, and unreserve." 

He then urges : 

" A hi\sband and wife ought to continue so long united as they love each other. Any 
law which should bind them to cohabitation for one moment after the decay of their affec- 
tion, would be a most intolerable tjTanny, and the most unworthy of toleration ; and there 
is nothing i'mwofTi/ in this separation, for love is free. To promise forever, to love the 
same woman, is not less absurd than to promise to believe the same creed." 

He states categorically that 

" The present system of constraint does no more, in the majority of instances, than 
mate hypocrites or open enemies. Persons of delicacy and virtue, unhappily united to 
those whom they find It impossible to love, spend the loveliest season of their lives in un- 
productive efforts to appear otherwise than they are, for the sake of the feelings of their 
partners or the welfare of theirmutual offspring; and that the early education of their children 
talces its color from the squabbles of the parents. They are nursed in a systematic school 
of ill-humor, violence, and falsehood, and the convicticn that wedlock is indissoluble 
holds out the strongest of all temptations to the perverse. They indulge without restraint 
in acrimony and all the little tyrannies of domestic life, when Ihey know that their victim 
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is williout appeal. If this connection were put on a rational basis, each would be assured 
Itiat habitual ill-temper would terminate in separation, and would cheek this vicious and 
dangerous propensity." 

He conceived from tlie re-aiTangement of the marriage relation 
by greater facility of divorce than was to be had sixty years 
ago,* 

" A fit and natural arrangement would result." 

Shelley by no means asserts that the intercourse would be 
promiscuous, but on the contrary believed that from the relation 
of parent to child a union is generally of longer duration, 
placed on such a footing, and marked above all others with 
generosity and self-devotion. 

We are on the eve of great religious changes, which must con- 
sequently disturb all the social relations. Historical Christi- 
anity still holds to her old text, of marriage being a sacrament, 
and therefore indissoluble. The founder of Oomtism develop- 
ing this dogma, urges that after the death of either husband or 
wife the duty of the survivor is not to re-marry. Great 
Britain and many of the American States have conceded greater 
freedom in divorce, so as to carry out in a large measure the ar- 
guments of Shelley, while the theory of what is termed the 
' ' sovereignty of the individual ' ' is propounded by the leaders of 
the free love party, as a cure for the present and former diffi- 
culties. 

Wliatever may be the outcome of the present widespread dis- 
cussions I know not, but I have belief in the supreme intelli- 
gence and in humanity, and am certain that neither the home nor 
the race vrill suffer, but that out of all this agitation will come 
more refined sentiment and truer morality. 

I mast now conclude. It has been said that there are two 
things in which the professors of all theologies have agreed — 
■"To persecute all other sects, and plunder their own." Shel- 
ley, who subscribed to no theology, was persecuted by them 
during his entire life, but he ever foj^ave his persecutors, who 
he was confident acted through ignorance of his real' motives, 
and he tells us : 

* It should be remembered that in Shelley's day divorce was obtainable by the most 
wealthy only, at an enormous cost and by a lengthy process, precluding the slightest op- 
portunity for the middle and poorer classes to avail themselves thereof. 
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" I have thought lo appeal to sumething in common and unburden my inmost soul to 
them. I have found my language misunderstood, like one in a distant and savage land. 
The more opportunities they have afforded me for experience, the ■wider has appeared the 
interval between us, and to a greater distance have the points of sympathy been with- 
di-awn. With a spirit ill-fitted to sustain such proof, trembling and fieble through its 
tenderness, I have everywhere sought sympathy, and have found only repulse and disap- 
pointment." 

Do we misunderstand Mm ? I think not, and Wiiliam Howitt, 
a representative of tlie people, sliall answer for tliem : "For 
liberty of evevy kind he was ready to die. For knowledge, 
and trnth, and kindness, he desired only to live. He was 
a rare instance of the union of the iinest moral nature and the 
finest genius. If he erred, the world took ample revenge upon 
him for it, while he conferred in return his amplest blessing on 
the world. It was long a species of heresy to mention his name 
in society ; that is passing fast away. It was next said that he 
never could become popular, and therefore the mischief he could 
do was limited. He Ttas become popular, and the good he is like- 
ly to do will be unlimited. The people read him, though we may 
WQoderat it, and they comprehend him." 

This estimate is not overrated, for, having confidence in his 
mission to humanity, he was fortified by the belief of his exist- 
ing as an indestructible portion of interminable nature and the 
universal mind, which in all high intelligences' lives through the 
ages, not only in the individual conscionsness of the spirit, butin 
^hat immortality of soul or mind, which lives in the race. 

He hated the superstitions of Christian Fetishism and tyr- 
anny over the intellect, but loved Christ and the other philoso- 
phers with a genuine affection ; he loved humanity, and was ever 
fond of examining its highest phases, as, for instance, through 
the doctrines of perfect equality in the sexes— yet he recognised 
that sudden changes were prejudicial before sufficient progress 
had been accomplished. "To destroy, you must replace," Jus- 
tice he considered the sole guide, reason and duty the only law. 
His morality was not that of pharasaieal tartnffes, nor of pru- 
dish knipkerbockers, who with wide phylacteries, sit in the high 
places to be seen of men. He only combatted evil principles and 
fought hard in favor of good. 

He has been quoted as being too transcendental ; he may be to 
dullards with imperfect reasoning faculties, or theologians, who 
only see through fanatical and green-monsterish spectacles, but 
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to men who have a live -philosophy eq^ually ada.pted to modern as 
well aa ancient thought, he is as clear as the noon-day sun. All that 
is recLuired t-o comprehend Percy Bysshe Shelley, is integralism 
of that high order which has ever believed in the ultimate per 
fectibOity of human nature, and looked "forward to a period 
when a new golden age would return to earth, when all the dif- 
ferent creeds and systems of the world would be amalgamated ■ 
into one, crime disappear, and man, freed from shackle8,-eivil and 
religious, bowTjefore the throne 'of his own awless soul,' or 'of the 
power unknown,'." whose veil it is the ambition of theosophy to 
raise for humanity, and remain the "inscrutable" no longer. 

I have completed my task, and with humility 1 make the 
' statement, knowing that before me are many who could have 
performed it as completely as I have crudely. I look 
upon my essay, in which I have treated my subject popularly, 
with intention, as a beacon, whence a little light may be shed 
dimly, hoping that others, better qualified, will bring you face 
to face with the full rays, 

I have shown you Shelley in his writings, hia life and poetry, 
only where they trench on his philosophical and reform ideas — 
I could have related to you runch about his inflexibly moral, 
generous, and unselfishly benevolent character — his pure, gentle 
and loveable existence — hia utter abnegation of self, learnt from 
the hem£tis..;ghilosophy, ancnSF^es^saTTSfTrSusitory legisla,- 
tive honors — ^howEe, the heir to thousands of dollars annually, 
and a baronetage, threw aside pecuniary considerations for love 
of the truth and benevolence, * and how, therefrom, he was 
often nearly dying of hunger in the streets. I could have 
treated him simply as a poet, full of experienced impetuosity, 
subtlety of expression, and precision of verse, but I have 
aimed to exhibit one side of his immortality to you, which lives 
in and by the race, for humanity. 

*"Iq his heart there was nothing depraved or unsound ; those who had opportu- 
nities of knowing him best, tell us that his life was spent in the contemplittion of nature. 
in arduous study, or in acts of kindness and aifection. A man of learning, who shared 
the poverty so often attached to it, enjoyed from him at one period a pension of a hundred 
pounds sterling a Jear, and continued to enjoy it till fortune rendered it superfluous 
To another man of letters, in similar circumstances, he presented fourteen hundred 
pounds ; and many other acts like these are on record to his immortal honor. Himself a 
frugal and abstemious ascetic, by saving and economising, he was able to assist the indus- 
trious poor — and they had freq^uent cause to bless his name." — Motional Magaane. 
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Ciit short in. the youth of manhood, who can tell what Percy 
Bysshe Shelley might not have become, living for UB even per- 
haps at this moment ^ What need, we care, though, for docs not 
the "Empire of the dead increase of the living from age to age V 
Shelley's terrestrial body may have been cast up by the waves 
on the lonely Italian shore, in sweet companionship with the 
souls of Keats and Sophocles. His mundane elements, purified 
through the fire, may have returned to their kindred elements, 
and been 

" made one with Nature, where is heard 

His voice in all hsr music, from the moan 
Of thnnder to the song of night's sweet bird ; 

He is a presence to be felt and known, 
In darkness and in light, from herb and stone, 

Spreading itself where'er that Power move, 
Which has withdrawn his being to its owti ; 

Which wields the world with never-wearied love, 

SustMns it from beneath, and kindles it above." 

His cinereal ashes may lie beneath the cypresses, near the dust 
of the " Adonais " of bis mnse, under Koman sod, and where he 
said: 

" To see the sun shining on its bright grass, and hear the whispering of the wind 
amonglheleavesof the trees, which have ovei^'own the tomb of Cestius, and the soil 
which is stirring in the sun-warm earth, and to mark the tombs, mostly of women and 
young children, who, buried there, we might, if we were to die, desire a sleep they seem to 

All this may have happened, but why need we repine, for aa 
eternal as the sea, as infinite as Nature, and as the phcenix, he 
revivifying lives, transmigrated and transfused into humanity, 
for with certainty we know that 

" He lives, he wakes — '^s Death is dead, not he." 

Immortalamid immortals, bis spirit in communion with the 
Most High, fully conscious in its individuality — immortal amid 
mortals, his place need never be refilled, for he stands betwixt 
the old and the new — immortal amid the sons of song, do poets 
still breathe his divine afflatus — immortal amid philosophers 
and the regenerators of the race, with Buddha, with Moses, with 
Socrates, with Mahomet, with Christ — immortal amid the noble, 
the virtuous, the good, the wise — immortal aa when living here, for 
from spirit^pheres we hear him bidding us repeat : 
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" Nor let us weep that our delight is fled 

Far from these carrion-kites that scream below ; 
He wakes or sleeps with the enduring dead ; 

Thou canst not soar where he is sitting now. 
Dust to the dust ! but the pure spirit shall flow 

Back lo the burning fountain whence it came, 
A portion of the Eternal, which must glow 

Through time and change, unquenchably the same," 

"Peace ! peace ! he is not dead, he doth not sleep — 
He hath awaken'd from the dream of life — 
'Tis we, who, lost in stormy visions, keep 

With phantoms an nnprotitable strife ; 
And in mad trance, strike with our spirits' knife. 
Invulnerable nothings I" 



FINIS CORONAT OPUS. 



>y Go Ogle 



ijGooglc 



To be published by Subscription, in three volumes octavo, of about 
250 pages each, cloth, with Portraits and Illustrations. Price, 3^-5° pe"^ 



LIBERAL ESSAYS. 



CHARLES SOTHERAN". 

As a wish has been expressed by many of Mr. Sotheran's friends and 
others, to have a complete collection of his miscellaneous writings pub- 
lished, it has been determined, after careful consideration, to issue a 
REVISED edition of his Essays under the above title, in three volumes. 
Each volume will consist of about 250 pages, printed in good readable 
type, and will be illustrated with Portraits and Wood-cuts. 
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Charles P. Somerbv, Publisher, 139 Eighth Street, New 
York City. 
Or to the author, 

Charles Sotheean, Office of the 'American Bibliopolist,' 
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

Genealogical Memoranda Relating to the Family of Sotheron, of the coun- 
ties Durham, Northumberland, York, etc., and to the Septs of MacManus. 
By Charles Sotheran. Including .many pedigrees and other documents, 
specially certified by Sir John Bernard Burke, C.B., LL.D., Ulster King of 
Arms, and G. H. Rogers - Harrison, Esq., Windsor Herald. Illustrated with 
upwards of 50 Wood Engravings of Arms, Heraldic Seals, and Fac-simile 
Signatures. Large paper, demy 4to. 91 pages. Limited Impression of 100 
copies, privately printed- London, 1871-3. (New York : J. Sabin & Sons, 
84 Nassau St. Price, $6, boards, or $9 half morocco extra.) 

From the ^'■Reliquary, Quarterly Archmological Journal and Review" edited by 
Llemeltynn Jewitt, F.S.A. Vol. xv. (1874), No. n, pp- 55 and ^6 : 
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"Mr. Sothcroti-Estcourt presents his corapliinents to Mr. Charles Sotheran, and Ihanks 
him for his enclosure respecting the Sotheron Family. Mr. Eslcourt procured a copy 
of the very interesting account in Quarto of the Family some months ago, and has 
read it with much ■^\e3.sa-!e:'~rh( Right Honorable T. H. S. Sotheron-Estcomi. July 6, 



courtesy in presenting n— — . - .— „ . „ „ „ 

to show you that I. as an Irish-American, fully appreciate Ihe very unusual interest which 
you have manifested in the history of my dear native land, particularly in thai of the 
' old stock ' as represented by the MacManus sept."— ,^. Hetmessy, Esq., Commercial 
Editor of {N.Y.)Times, Oct. ig, 1875. 
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 

Ai.ESSANDRO Di Cagliostro : Impostor or Martyr ? A Paper read before 
the New York Liberal Club, May 28, 1875. By Charles Sotheran, 32.-. 
Memphis, g^/. Mizraim, K. R. .J-, K. Kadosh, M. M. 104 aad 1,052 
Eng, etc. i6mo. 50 pp. Sewed. New York : D. M, Bennett, 335 
Broadway, 1875. Price, 10 cents. 

" Having received Dumemtis applicaliDns [br copies of the ujdite lecture on Count di Cagliostro, 
delivered by Mr. Cliartes Salheran, I iiave conseuted to reprint, with a few additions, the rePQrE 
published m ' The Ttuth-Seeket.' In justict to the lecliirer, 1 sliould stale thai my abridg- 
ment in that petiodicaij nnd even Che present pamphlet, gives but a general idea of the actual 
merits of the paper, whidi toolc nearly two honra in delivery^ was crowded with thesis andanti- 
thesiE, with coDuderabie information relating tb the developments of Ma-^^hory, Spiritualiam. 

docnrnents, and which, owing to Epace, 1 was, and am even now, obliged, mueh loath, to greatly 
condense and in certain instances to leave oat altogether. 
"AaMr, Sotheran hasonly been reBdsoc in America afew months, and. therefore, may be unknown 
tc many of my readers. I reproduce a leadioe ardde from the 'Spiritual Scientist ' of June 

bat that the Spiritualists have accepted Cagliostro as a former martyr to their cause : 

lish author of reputeriuid ^now"he editor oTt^e^AmericiurBibUopotisr Mr. S^rimn hK 

several worl^ upon ihc genealogiea and antiquities of the Engiieh counties. He has al^o paid 
great attention to the Btetature of the occult sciences, and the article from his pen which 
appeals in this week's " Scientist,^' isabiiefsummaryofa most valuable hiatoiicol paper which 
he read before the New York liberal Qub, the week before last. 
"'The story of C^liostro's life, as now given, affords us a glimpse at a personage whose deeds 
and learaine were the wonder of his contemporaries— a man of pure life, active benevoience, 
and, especially, of the strangest psychological powers. He could not onlj-.read the lives of 

how desperate they might seem, and «[ll up at his pleasure the ^ades of whomsoever in the 
spiri^woild any person desired to see. 

rhiloEOpfaer of the highest rank, a Mend of human progress, and a most determined 

., :. . ... no, aurprising that, having once put himself within 

nment as the latter it should adopt the flimsiest pre- 

leEt in arroL ann conaemn nun to pimishmenl ; nor even that it should seek to blacken his 

memory by circulating&lsehoods about him, which should make his name synonymous with 

chariatatiism and dishonesEy. 

"■Thanlis to the labors of Mr, Sotheran, among the archives of the French government, the real 

■' Mr. Sotheran rants h«h as an historical critic. In evidence of thU I should mention that, in 
addition to hisnnblished works, numeious articles from his trenchant pen have appeared in 
the pages of ' The Antiquaiy,' ' Notes and Queries,' Howard's ' Miscellanea Genealogica et 
Heraldma,' and other English magazines. He was also one of the prindral contributors to the 
important histoiica! work compiled by Mr. Joseph Foster, ' Pedigrees of the Leadiog County 
FaroiUea of England and Wales,' anS traces of^his handiwork Se to be found in Cansiok*; 
■ Conectiiai of tSrions and InteteBtine Epitaphs,' Sheardown's ' History of the YorfcsbiM Yeo- 
manry Cavalry,' and Bailey's ' Life ofThomas Fuller,' to which works, and others, he has given 
valuable assistance. 

" In conclnsion, T hope my readers will be deeply inleresred In Mr. Sotheran's piitsent valuable 
contribntinn to Biography, and I further wi^S that he will have that success he so justly merits 
in this coontry, his new and adopted home."— /'j-oim lo PamfiAlu iy D. Sf. Bmxttt, Editor 
Bf''^ Thi TnakSteksr:' 

"Many thanks for the copy of your interesting Essay on Count Cagliostro. I have read it with 
much interest, and think you have treated the subject in a masterly manner."— .4. B. Mott, 
Jf.D; Granii Master n/ lAe Ancient asd PriiKitint Rile af afasaiiTii, August a*, 1B75. 

" If he had read history carefully, he uould have 



with your le 
.... ., -. ^^...^ ., „ ._ swindler, ne 

Europe recogniied him as a philosodier, philantSropiat, and one of ^e» 
of his ixj."— Front ax E'say im "Occaitiim and itl Critics," iy Col. He 
ig •■ Peofle /mm tht Othir H^orld;' and several 

"Mr.CbuIei Sotheran, a nephew of the nell.known London publisher, uho has been, since his 
and Leavitts (as a Bibiiogtapher), 



ently deUvered a lecture before the New York Liberal Club, which has since been fssued 1^ 
M. Bennett, of 395 Broadway, in a ten-cent pamphlet, under the title of ' Alessandro di 
gliostro : Impostor or Martvr?' Mr, Sotheran, while in England, edited several genealogical 
IstatiBtkBl publications which called forth praise, and be has in contemplation the publica- 
n of his essays on Irish History and Grievances, Shelley, William Godwin, American Gene- 
gy, an.— The (N. K) PaUiskirf Wetilf, yulf 17, 1875. " 
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The works of tlie Hermetic Philosophers were never intended for the massts. as Mr. Chulca 
Sotheraa, one of tjia most learned merahecs of the Societf ' j?»^ Crucls,' in a late essay, thus 
observes; ' Gnbiiel RosEtci ia his DisqaMtisns as the Anli-Papitl Spirit, which produced 
Ihl Re/onxatioB, shows that the art of speaking and writing in a language which beats a double 

brought ironi'thence hy the Manichees' whence it passed 10 the Templars and AlbigensesI 
spread over Europe, and brought about the Reformation.'"— />awi arli'clc inlhr" Spirilaal 
Sciinlisi;' ly Madanu Helena P. Blavatik-^Curresfiintding Secretary a/ Ike TAeempAical 



'■ Charles Sothemn, an English writer of some repnte, but at present editor of the ' American Bib. 

''---" t.'gaTe a lecture before the liberal Oub m May, on ^il---' - -■—--■-- ■-■-^ 

:a published in a i&no pamphlet of fift^ pages br D. M. 



lecture before the liberal CTuh m lAastOB AlesiOndrodi Cagiitstre.v'iiisii 

. jed in a i&no pamphlet of fift^ pages br D. M. Bemiect. It is a strange and 

iutenselv mtemtiiig Htorv, thotigh the lecture is neither so fasdnating nor so eloquent as the 
.J.- . .- : : — u_ B-.i. .i.:_i„ .1 i.:i._..i c Cagliostro Bhosld enti- 

wi^out stint to ^osewlio neededil, aod wtio. when cured^were sent away not einpt]i;-h3ndcd. 



dilor seonii to imagine. Mr. Sothersn thinks the philanthropy of Cagliostro 
le bhn to n pedesl^ beside John Howaid or WUherforce ; and he lays : < Thi 
eDcvolencc hlled hosfdtali of^his own creation^ where his great medical knowlcd 
..rithout stint to those wlio neededit-aod who.when cured, were sent away no' " 
His acquaint^ce with geology and the learned and abstruse sciences, should 
ranks of the eighteenth-centuty pioneera of nijieteenlh century discovenes^ 
Che fact that his disi^ples in their imhesitating reverence, yet ignorance, attril 



and efiects, to-day quite explicable, bi 

les we read of in Buddhist and Chtisti 

thought and his wd towards political regeneration, his haired of the two co-eval evil piioc 

ti r. ,_j _^ n. „.jc.j :_ .t. j: z_..: r .1. i-^_i 1 " T,i|j,f,J_ Egauio, 

ii" (n. F.) Gulden 'Igs, 



nirHCles we read of in Buddhist and Christian hegiologies. The assistance he gave ti 
thought and his wd towards political regeneration, his hatred of the two co-eval evil piioci 
kingcraft and priestcraft, testilied ip the dissemination of the principles of " Lib 



-, .375- 

man. a evonrer oo n ancien a on lea. a ma^„^j_ 



'* Mr, Sotheran is a young Enghshman, a devourer of hooks and ancient anthotiti 
ten-minute oratmns ^ways enaconcdng himself behind s^a anay of formidable n 
-- - ndTfyndall! No American need apply. Hi 



iaCaaiosao."— FtvHuaiMcaiartieU OH tAi New i 
H^ts," IB Tke (A'. K) Sun, Diambtr la, 1875. 



" The CwenCy-eiriitli issue of the ' Tnith..Seeker Tracts' (New York : D. M. Bennett) is Alesean- 
dra di Ca^Sntro : Impsstsr sr Martyr f By Charles Sotheran. The tract consists of a lec- 
ture deUvered by Hr. Sotheran belare the liberal Club of this cdty, and io it he seeks to remove 
IromDiCagliostTo's name the odium which he aasertA has been heaped upon it, in a great meas- 
uta, by the authoritiei of the Roman CathoUc Church. IK Cagliostro has oow beeo accepted 
by the Spiritnalists, or by some of them, as arnartyrof their cause. Some of Mr, Sothetan's 
titles on his title-page ore somewhat inespllcable to the arersge readb, and rather surest the 
Reverend HometTWlbur, A. M. One ofthem is ' K. Kadosh,' and another is ' M. IC 104 and 
icsaEug.'"— rii(A'. Y.) Ijldependeitt, August i^^lSni. 

" At a rwular meeting of the New York Liberal Quh hehj in Himpton Hall last evening, a paper 
' entitled 'AlessandroDi Cagliostro: Impostor or Matc\-r!' wasteadbyChatles Sotheran, editor 
of the ' American Bibliopolist.' According to Mr. Sothetao, Cagliostro was a philanthropist, 
scieotist, republican, and^philosopher."— rie (A'. Yl) Wcrld, May 39, 1S75. 

''4^T«iUDg'tnddm'ts''i? th'"ffe of CaJi^n?! thus depriving our re?das'o ™ e1y°m." y ff'his gianS 
passages and interesting recitals. . . . The paper, which took nearly two houis in reading, 
was one of the most learned and eloquent the members of the Club t.ave ever had the pleasure 

he reeeivef long and continued ^P^UM?'^I((J/^. Y.) fn.th-Seekerly»«e-i%, 1875. 
"The Other SmE.— Brother Charles Sotheran, of England, in his lecture on Aleasandro di Cag- 

rr=mo(luction^or&ro! IS^'s f^ui-e on'lli Carfiosuo, imd woTild repay 00^ brethren* 
perusal."— ri< Ccner-Sbixe (Matnic), July 31, 1875- 

theNowYork Liherjciuh, wh™"wM recently'brieftd in'this paper, has been printe'dhyD. 
M. Bennett, 33s Broadway, New York, of whom it may be had at ten cents per copy. This is 
Hy Spiritualist should have, as justice has, for the first time, been done to 

^IritlaWicfliHI.B^tn\J^l^°^^aiT' " 



BY THS SAME AUTHOR-. 

Ancient Theosophy; or, Spiritism in the Past. A Lecture delivered 
before the Society of Progressive Spiritualists, New York, November 
31, 1875, and before the Theosophical Society, Mott Memorial Hall, 
New York, December i, 1S75. By Charles Sotheran, Honorary Libra- 
rian and Member of the Council of the Theosophical Society. In the 
Press. 

"The Society of ProgreEsiveSpiiitualisls held their usual Sunday evening meeting last night at 
Republican Hall, West Thirty-thhii street, and a paper was road by CharlK_ Sotheran, one of 

mainly directed io\he Sp°analion of'^The'osophy."— r^^t (M K) Wnrid. Nsv. %-i. 1S7S. 
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EDITED BY THE SAME. 

Church Calendar and General Almanack, for the Diocese of Man- 
chester, for the year of our Lord 1873. Edited by Charles Sotheran. 
Containing : — A Calendar with the Daily Lessons ; Information relating 
to the Church, the Universities, and the State ; A Complete List of the 
Parishes and Clergy in the Diocese ; Colleges, Grammar Schools, Educa- 
tional Foundations, and School Boards ; Diocesan Societies and Chari- 
table Institutions ; Lancashire Members of Parliament and Public Offi- 
cers ; the County and City Magistracy, and other General Information. 
8vo. Sewed. Pp. viiL, 183. Manchester, Eng, : W. Hale, 52 Cross 
Street. London: James Parker & Co., 377 Strand, and Whit taker & 
Co., Ave Maria Lane. Price, 40 cents. 

The same, for 1874. Edited by Charles Sotheran. Pp. viii., 208. 
Price, 40 cents. 

" Of the Bame general characler as Ihs Lichfield and other Calendars, is thai of the diocese of 

raJ character, it is far beyond, and hefore, theni in usefulness, in excellence of acrangement, m 
extent of information, and in value aa a work of reference, both in and out of the diocese. Its 
editor. Mr. Charles Sotheran, is emhteotly qualified for Che task, and seems intuitively to knoff 
just what is wanted in a hook of the kmd. and how to stranKe it in the most handy, conven- 
ient, and useful manner. We have net space to go through the contents in this notice, and 
must content ourselves by saying it is the best of its kind, and that it deserves, and has a right, 
to he extensively palronked hy persons of every class thruughout the diocese."— r.4s Siliqu- 
arj (£»£.), July, 1874. 

Cross Street, is loo well-known to require notice at our hands ; hut we are glad to caU atten- 

and which have been continued and increased in the present number. Much technical and 
irrelevant matter has been omitted, while more space has been given to matters of general 
mterest. There is. moreover, much useful informaticn on school boards and educational mal- 

P. J.Wodehouse. M.A., Diocesan Inspection of Schools."— ri£affl«c4«(«-) Cn7ic.?anB- 
ary =,, 187,. 
"We have to hand the Manchisttr Diacesax Churci Calendar and General Almanac, {or Iht: 
year re;4. This most useful compendium oF all kinds of ioformaliDO concerning the Diocese na 
person interested in Church and County matters should be without. It contams, in addition to 
much other matter, a Calendar with the daily lessons; cojious information relatmg to the 
Church, the Univeraities, and the State ; a complete list of the Parishes and Clei^ of the Dio. 
cese ; Colleges; Grammar Schools ; Ediu:ational Foundations and School Boards ; Diocesan 
Societies and Charitable Instituticas ; Lancashire Members of Parliament, and Public Officers ; 
the County and City Magistracy, etc., etc. The present year is the fideenth of its appearance, 
and the Editor, Mr. Charles Sotheran, seems detenDined that each successive year the Church 

It is published in Manchester, by W. Hale, ss Cross Street ; and in London, hy Parker and Co.. 
and Whittaket and Co.! tke price bong one shilling."— The {Manckeiiir) Fret Lanct, January 
r6, .374- 
^ThiManthisler Diocesan Ckitrsk Calendar.— The fifteenth annual edition of the Manchester 
Diocesan Church Calendar is replete with valuable official information. The comprehensive 
volume is mscribed to the Lord Bishop of Manchester, to whom the Editor (Mr. Charles Scth- 

year's Calendar several important modifications have been made, and in lieu of technical. and 
irrelevant matter, matters of general interest have been substituted. The Church Calendar is a 
perfect compendium of useful information, and, as a book of reference on subjects appertaining 
to Church affairs, it is . mvaluable. The arrangement is complete and reference is'easy, the 
columns devoted to education in the alphabetical list of parishes have been remodelled. The 
almanac is printed in clear type, and is altogether amost useful production."— 7'.^ (J/it»f£«. 
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The DLoce^n Calendar makes its appea.anee lAndcr the editorEhip gf Mr. Sothetan, and with 

Botided, bat they are usuaUy of iiielevant aixd not very iiaeM matter, while in their place the 
editor 1ms heen ahle Co sive a onaDtitv of informatiDD of Kneral interest with especial reeard to 
educacEonal questioDe. ^he work nuw contains the usual Calendar with the holida^i marked, 
the tahle of leasoDB accotdiufi to' the DOT ifictioaary, and the nsoal neceggaryinfor matinn for the 
cletgy. Following this ve nave elahorately comfdled BlAtJatics of Che Chunh in Engfland, Ire- 
land Scotland, the Cohinies, India, and America, fiill paiticnlan of Che UniTersicies and cheo- 
logical CoUeses, EdncaM^al, M^onary, and BeneroUnc Sodetis, the Houses of Loids and 
Commons, sod all tha usual senendinfbnnation vhich is looLed for in a wotlc of this kind. The 
secondhatf of the hook relates to the diocese of Uanchcstoi, and is most carefully comf^led, the 
' information being, by means of a aupplemenlafy paffe, broc^c doivn to the end of 1873. Bven 
the names of the Oldham School B<^d are giren m this page, thaueh chey were elected only 
on the nth of December last. For cha rest the information appoars to as exceedingly full and 
clear. Theaccount ofCburcb woik in the diocese la of special interest, ihowinB: as it does that 

was consecrated on Che Feast of the Annunciatian, 1870, and on the 93d of April in that year conse- 
QBted his first Chuioh— the Calderbrook. Between that time and Aujiust last he consecrated 
no fewer dian chirty-chree churches, beudes so. cemeteries and additions to churchyards last 
year! eleven new eodesiaslical districts were formed in 187s; four churches enlarged or re- 
stored ; and there are now five Churches built, buC not ready for consecratioa ] four in course o( 



ebuildiitg; three bdn? enlarged or restored ; ten building ani 
' ■ ■-'-1 tewwiU ■ '-'■- 

liicashire cotton district."— TAe JsfancAiis/er) durier, yattaarji aj, 1874. 



which tew wiU contemplate without a sense of satisfaction, though posably it may In 

ought in some quarti^ that more ought to be done by so wealthy a community as that of thi 



Some importaot changes have been made in the compiling of the new issue of this Calendar, and 

los't none rf the'tealures wbicii ma^ tt acoS' able aTa Church CaTendar, but the withdrawal of 

^Teral iucerestt such as'^ti.™ namerand add^°3s« of them^5natM,°membm"ot'parUament, 

fan-uary 17, 1873. 

The 'Manchester Diocesan Church Calendar'— published byMr.W. Hale, Cross Street— is this 
year distinguished by the variety and accuracyof its information on all subjects connected with 
eccledastical and educatiooal aAirs in the diocese of Manchester. It includes, in addition to a 
calendar with Che daily lessons, a complete list of the parishes and clergy, colleges, grammar 
achool^ educational foundations, school boards, cbaritaSle institutions, and of eyerytbing else 
therewith conneoCed. Sereral important modifications have been made m the body of the work 
this year, inch cheobject ofriddinj[icof merdy cechnicalsnd itrelevanC maccer, and giving in- 
stead more particulan of general inCoreit, Bach as the names and addresses of Che councyaod 

dCy magistracy, memben of farlir ■■ —^.^^i v-^-j- 

densed, yet iull, and so arranged s 
Febmary 10, 1873. 

The 'Manchester Diocesan Calendar' makes its appearance somewhat later Chan usual. I 
differs alighCly frt 



ibers of Pariiamenc, and of the 



lid of and its place is EuppUed with marcers of more ^nan 

dresses of the county and city magistrates, of the local -..- ,- , 

school boards. Tn addition to the ordinary diocesan information of tha Calendar ^„- 

immense number of details relating to tjie Church of Bneland generally in England, Ireland, 
Scotland, the Colonies, and America, the latter of which is worthy of attentive study. We no- 
tice, however, one omission. In (bnner editions of Che Calendar it has been usual to give the num. 
bee of fi'ee »ttiiws in each chnrch in thediocoe: this yeai the ipfbrmadon isomitced. For Che 
time it viscy not be a serious matter : but in yiew of the attaclcs which our ' dear Dissenting 
'ireChren ' are inceasanclv malciiu; on Che Churdi of England we cannoi but regrec that valuable 

., !__ -'-'-!-'-^-'-'--uidle]e(ttol»ioughcfbrel3ewhere. OthsTTOe.theinfonnation is 

-'-'1^ we cite will gire ■ fair ulea of the real strength of Che 

d growch ance Dr. Fraser was consecraCed Co the see. In 
'Tmii^tnn* Di- which were presented 8,578 candidates — Si^gr 

._^,_., amongsC us in Che spring of 1870 he has consc- 

( new churches— at Che race, thac&to say,ofabout one in every sue weeks. LasCly.be- 
reenth^fbrmation of the diocese in 184E and the death of Bishop Lee ifij new district wrishes 
id eccleriastical disliieCa were formed and uttings ibr87,i»i persons were provided. For the 
ture the prospect is cheeting. Ther« ' i- -i— >-— s- .t- jj l..:,. 1 



course of baildlng, and twenty-jive proposed. If &:ures like these indicate weakness 
part of the Chureli of England, and a decline of hecinflu-ince in the ' centres of intellig. 
woiild be pleasant to learn what are the signs of sttengtii. Possibly if Che Nbucoxj 
would make a Uttle more use of such compi^tions as the present, the world would h 
about the feilure of Che Church of England to accomplish the work which is seC before . 
T!,i MaiKkiHir Csirief, Janttary^ 1873. 
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

Percy Bysshe Shelley, as a Philosopher and Reforiner. By Charles 
Sotheran. Illustrations. 8vo, pp. vi., 51. New York : C. P. Somerby, 
139 Eighth St., 1875. (Price $1.25.) 

" This was the subject of a paper read at the liberal Club. August 6, by Mr. Charles Sotheian, 
of the ' Bibliopolist.' . . . The paper ia a fiae one, aud ia to be published, 

"Without a division into uumbered parts, which would have gieaily aided ita apprehension, the 
lecture caoadered Shellev's love of freedom ; anticipation of the theory of evolution ; scien- 
tific scholanhip ; real bdiaf in n Sapcme InteUisencc ; Fanthrasm ; faiih in the tiue, though 
not the theolodcal, JeaiB ; diibeliefin mincia and the Biblical account of creation; appre- 
ciation of the ^^oncal truth bidden in sll reliEioni ; hsitancy about a future state ; love of 
virtue: sympathy with Ireland andoi oppressioa ; advocacy of Queen Caroline : desire to r^e 
Protestant and CS.aiolic parties united In humane efforts ; defence of labor's rights ; haired of 

mSs ; md love for the Wniled States."— Tiryi'. V.) Liieral Ckri^an, Augan'ai, SJ5. 

" Mr. Charles Sotheran, of the ' GibUopoltst,' has written a book on the poet Shelley as s philoso- 
pher and reformer, which is to be puhliahed in a few weeks by Chaa. P. Somerby. Although 
much has been written of Shelley as a poet, his life has never before been presented as that of 
a thinker and a worker for the benefit of humanity. The little volume now beinj printed will 
conlain asonnet on Shelley, by C. W. Fiederickson, the well-known collector of Shelleyana, and 
will be embelliahed by a portrait and a view of his lomb al Rome."— rAi^wgricaB Sm*- 
Kflwi' GBide^Daemiir, 1875. 

" On the evening of August 6th, Mr. Charles Sotheran read an eUborate and in terestine paper 
on Percy Bysshe Shaiey, as Philosopher, StateEman, and Reformer."— 7». (JV. K) Truth- 
SieH/r, Stpt. J, iSjs. 

" We have reprinted the above extract fiom the outienl October number of the ' New Era," con. 
taining the first portion of the essay on ' Percy Bysshe Shelley, as a Philcsopher and Reformer,' 

d^ofMtmtion''onKeountof tbebold tone th™?n,and'. asour'readerBknow™™af whflhe 
writer, will be published h. a separate volume."— TSi Spiritual Sclinlist {Btitoii), OcMer 
■4, 1875. 
" Mr. Sotheran's interesting paper on Shelley."— T^is {N. K) Liiiral Christian. Oct. 9, TE75. 



ready for issue 'Percy Bysshe Shelley as a Philosopher 
— Tkt PuUishcri Weekly, December i.ii-j'i. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

American Genealogy. A Paper prepared for the " American Bibliopo- 
list," and read by desire before the New York Genealogical and Bio- 
graphical Society, at the Mott Memorial Hall, New York, January 13, 
1875, by Charles Sotheran. (A few copies of the number of the " Bib- 
liopolist " containing the above essay, are stiU to be had from J. Sabin 
& Sons, 84 Nassau Street, New York. Price, 25 cents.) 

"The Genealogical and Biographical Society held its annual meetrng last evening in the Mott 
Memorial Library. A paper was read by Charles Sotheian on the History of American Gene- 
alogy, The follo°ring officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, Edward ¥. De 
LaScey ; First Vice-ft-eadent, Dr. E. B. O'Callaghan ; Second Vice-President, Gen. Geoise 
S GieeiU: Corre^aiulingSecretary,Charles B.Moore; RecotdingSecreraiy, Martin H. Staf- 
ford : Treasurer, Dr. Samuel S. Purple ; Librarian, foseph S. Brown : Recislrar of Pedigrees, 
the Rev. Beverley K. Betts ; Trustees. David P. Holton. John J. Latlmg, and Charles B. 
MootB."— T*e (M r.) TriSKBS, JanHary 14, 1S75. 

" ' The American Bibliopolist ' for February contams a paper on • American Genealogy,' by Charles 
Sotheran." -T-Ae {PMlodeipkiat ETiening TiUgraph, Mxrch is, 'SjS. 

"There is also an admirable article by Charles Sotheran, on ' American Genealogy,' a subject he 
seems fully competent to handle. This article was originally read before the members of the 
American Genealogical and Biographical Society; and in it he plavfully alludes to 'Boss 
Tweed '—assuming, as he had the impertinence to do during his short-lived pminence of 
iniq,iuty. the armorial bearings of the Marquis of Tweedalc— and Jay Gould, disporting the 

th^ B^ibUopSisl" whmh we'^sh^long and continued succKS.' "—The IJ^. I^ Sosi.S, Afr-a 
10, 1875. 
" Mr. C. C. Dawson has published a 6oo-page genealogy of thai iiame. and the mwaiine approves 
such research, if only to prevent men Ske^oss Tied asEuming armorial bearings, as he did 
those of the karqufe of^weedale, or as Jay Gould the cogniiatioe at i<a<<«-'-ne Ncrih 
American and United states Gasettl (Pkiladelfhia)., March 16, 1873. 
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TO APYEET ISEBS MP PUBLISBERS. 

The American Bibliopolist, 

A Literary Register and Repository of Notes and Queries, Sliakespeariana, etc, 

INNDAL SBBSCRIPTION, $1.SS, INCLUSIVE OF PRE-PAID POSTAGE. SIlSfiLE NEMBEBS S9 

CENTS EACH. 

P«blUktd Bi-M,itkly d„ri^gtks miKtks c/ February, AMI. Juns.Aas«!t. O^t0btr a-zd Daimier. 

AN admtrabijE advebtisinG' medium. 



ft art solicited for the "Amkricj 



;, which h 



^on of some two ot three thousand, is the only on= in the United Slates which has successfdily occupied, dur- 
ing the last sii years, the place of NoT£S ano Qukkies and other British Periodicals of the same genus, and 
offers ESPECIAL INDUCEMENTS aa an advertising medium, not only on account of its coming into the hands op 

Attention is particularly called to the criticisms of the press, vfhich speak well as to the position occu- 
pied by the American Bibliopolist. It cannot be characterised as of a mere ephemeral nature, far it is used 
as a continual book of befebince during the period of publication ; and at the end of the year the separate 
numbers are bound up in volumes, in which the advertiaemenis are carefully preserved. Complete sets of the 
American Biblioeolist are now worth thbie times the original published price. The volume for 1875, 
will make the seventh. 

The price of advertising is as follows ! 

Page, *l6.oo 

Half page, 9-°" 

Quarter page, S-°° 

Eighth page, ..----- 3.00 

Special arrangements are made for the Insertion of separate slip pages and continuous advertisements 



OBITIQtTBS OF THU FBBSS. 

ItlawelledfSj.'andS'saT^sartchVllectionDtElblloinanlftcalilems.-tiMBiwlisCm^ 

Tie July anil AuguBlnuiSerof the AUEWQJNBBLI0P0LI3T la out, and Mntalns the font* tnalallrasntorthe-'Handr 
Bootal»ut^ka,"wUlimunhantlquarianloreaiitf literary goaaip, snob as aa account of the origin nt the names ot 

The ABmiouI BlBiIOPOUBilsinvalnaWato those who ffish tube kept BMualnted with events of permanaot Interest 
In lbs llbcary world, and narlicniarly to thoae who are interoBleil in the curloalttes nriiteraturo.— W. Y. MeUiml'it. 

The BiBuoPOlIH lis a&BlrBbly edited, I suppose by oar senior," laarnad in bibliography. Thank yon for all that 
'™mSV^I^^''M^^SS;inaaMtton to .giMt variety rfinteresto^ literal? 

llDEtaolileal and BnHouatlBu details. wMoheannot fiill to Kratify the cutlositr ot tbe nitlent booh worm.— w. Y. ' 'i™*- 
^7Biirin4Bon«h«YBbtcnghtfisirAHBBloui BmiOPoHSilo aimint of great Interest, as 8"Bcpoaitorj "f Notes 
and Onsrioa" : and eveiy lorer of cnrlom inqnlilM into the origin of words, cualums, etc.— in short ail antiqullla 
o(alItBra»rohBr«i>leror1)e»iin(^-oiwhttoi»)tt»thtainMniou»imdnsefnlmiigazme.-C*r^^ ...._^ 

Inili miblieBtlwi, thonBh nomlnaUy IddresKil tobooX^uyers, famishes silarjieanionnt of curious and enlenaioinn 
iolOniiitiimfBealllOTarsiaUteratnrB. ItlenotthB mDnttaplece of eayset. and ita criticisms of catali^ues ani boolu 
BvorefreihlnilylndeoBndBntaiidtfdnajit— Wi*™. j . „ v. 1. ...„, „. 

AHe jgiitBT aUiepTagrMa otLtoratnce. whloll ajoya a vlda popularity for the spice and vinegar which season its 

''^t£S£oi5'SffipouaTistheon1jrenl''LlteraryReirlster"!ssned^ta»^^^^^^^ 

dallttWi ore dHooaaed by florreflpondents BniQiig themselves — School JonmaL ,1 _^ * <. m, 

^SBl)«P»rtment«i3Wed"lSotesandQuflrieB"o(lheAHi;BioisBiBLiopoiiaTiBareposllorytoraJlsorlsofontofths 
way, and atfliBsama time interaatlng literary information.- CollwsCouroKi. 

To aman or woman Wig*s«l InUtarary pursuits, such a worfc. as tlils is simply Invaluauio. comwning. as n aoes. tne 
featnrBB << the London " Sotel and Qnertes," with a complete catalogue of the works isaueil Irom the Hnlisn ana Ameti- 
™ 1^8 dnrine tbe nionlh. It U printed on fine toned papar, an3 Is jnst the work to gladden the heart of the hook- 
"""i^rBMJ^JSSaan^lertMjnbjeritafo^tliis^^ubH^^^^ 

J, SABIN & SONS, Publishers, 84 Nassau St., New York 
14 York St., Covent Garden, London, W. C. 
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LIST OF RADICAL AND REFORM "WORKS 

PubliBbed by CHAELE3 P. SOttBEBY. 139 Eighth St.. New York, 

. (A iev doora east ol BrotntKSS]- 

The Martyrdom of Man. 



IV WMec Haivest.TUe BoareaB ol the J.ilu, 
Fhllogophr of Leisaro, AuilcuUHrsI Uonog- 
amy, lueqniiUty of Hen, Famine tbB Moc)^ 
of AHtTMiomy, Craelty the Nnrse of Civilisa- 
dwi, Trial of the Bead, the Painted Tomh, 
Children of tho Desert, The Hore« of War. The 
Terrible Sabwa, Plu^oh TOomphant. Bayp- 



tiaDOoniitr;EoiUe,TtaieLimirTQn«stiou,fh«' 

olMnStopBtheWay, BnroirB of KOiIoplii, The 

i:ufflBTra5o,ThePBndanBtepherde,TheKhig'B ^ „ . .^^ ™„^ 

HMon. Offln rf Gtoesk QenlnB, Their Keli^on, fffi' ''K,i?„Bl ^ 

The City (rfUe -Violet Crown, The OniTerEity of M'^.,S™?S^,K„!"i. SJTKlz;;;; JPSii,";;* 

BBTPt. Seraglio Intrigne, Sitreat of the T™ ^S^^L^^^fL^F^^^^^^^ 



Paino, Cotton, Neck mi Sec.k, W. L. Garrison, 
Ileb^im of the North, The Lost Canae, Fntnrt 
of Africa. Future of the Eailb. Origin of Han. 
Tailed Mhida. 

In the consideration of " Int«llect " h 

ducei ; The Childron of (lie 8nn, Origin 
HistfltTOf tha Cell, Dnwn of Keaeor " 
Ijove, The Shost Kohgiou, Origin 
Invanfion of Hell, Musical Converimijuu, »ui= 
Why, The UIJlitT of tlie AOoctitaie, Breeding' 
'—■8, Death of SlB, Originof Chatty, Braao 
China, The Bnddhiati. The Age o£ the Bo- 
, WarinWie F^nre, Tho EipBdiantof Ke- 
' the Commuiiei ' 
of' tha-Fntoie, 









yt Carthage, T 

iierideE, Home Kule of Rome, ju« auuee oi 
Bflfll, Silver Spain. The Pooi- Hated Old Man, 



's Place in History, 6iv- 



Roman Baden Bad< 
DisBolate Prig, " ' ' 
illsing War. _ 

^fler the head of "KeUeion": GhoetWor- 
Hhlp, IHvine Hybrids, Idolati; end Dollatiy. 
Who Mtule Godf Nature in the NndB, The SheUt 
Abraham, Hoeesln BxDe, The Delphi of the He- 
brews, Pope Samuel, A Ood-lntoncaUd Man, 
A Pions Brigani By tha Waters ol Babylf- 
Chanurtst — ' ""- ' — '' 



PRESS NOTICES; 
It is really a remarkable book, in which niii- 
irsaihistOTjiB " boikd doim " with enrprlamg 
clll, . . The boldest, and, no far ae hiBIOr- 
al arKiiment bobb. one ot the ablest, aEsanits 
rer nmde upon Christiamty. — [Literm7 World, 
His history (las a conHnnity, a rnah, a carrr- 
ig power, which remind us strikiniflf of Gib- 
[>n.— [New Haven Faliadinm. 

>lifui history, In the 




Hnt, Dsoee Ordeal, Sobool, Phllosopiiy of Salt. 
Bagdad of the Wea^ Neranea in Hecca, l^e 
Blacli Prophet, Tnrka In Alrica. 

Under Qie conslderMdon of "Llbeity." be 
shows ns : The Ancient Germans, The Castle an 
Academy, The Serb, The Monks, The Cr^8Bde^ 



s, Giants and Hsmiea, Thomas 



"life is botded snnsMne.' „ _ _ 

bo rBGommendod.— [Fittabnrgli Eve. Chrffliicie. 
Whoever wonld he joatled Into attootion. anil 
vonted channels of thonght, will find 



ai:>v^ivoem:e:ivt of tiS!ciE:[voE. 

Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural Address, 
Famous Articles of Prof. Tyndall and Sir Henry Thompson 

ON PRAYER. 



Postpaid. Paper, 50 ots.; Cloth. $1. Inaugnral and Portrait, Paper, 23 ctn. 

" Prof, Tyndall has maugurated a the Preaideat of the most important 

new era in scientific development, convention of scienttBc men in the 

and tas drawn the sword in a battle world. Every line of it bre 

whose clasli of arms will presently tUought, power, eloquence 

resound through the civilized world, in many respects one of the moi 

PnOff. Ttmdali. Orossbb the Eu- traordiaary utterances of our tii 

BicoH.— It is tho opening address of JV. Y, Tribune. 



ANCIEITT FAITHS EMBODIED IIT AITCIEITT ITAMES; 



of 'the 



RELIGIOUS BELIEF, SACRED RITES, AND HOLY EMBLEMS 

of Certain NaUona, by ao InEerpretatioii of the Names given to Childreii by Pr""'"'~ * "'■'" —■--- - 
Assraned by Prophefe, KingB, or Hiorarths. By TuoajB ISMAK. M.D., lat 

Overpool Literary and Philosophical Society, etc. Two vols., 1914 pp., Svo. .. 

BlustratiOBB. Sent by eiprc»i<GipreHBnKe unpaid], tao.W. 

"To Chose wlio Ihlrst after knowledge, and are not deterred from Eeokins it by Ihaffetocf ,,,[,, 
imaginarydanger^Lhii volume is inscribed, with great respect, by the autbmO' , VltKiyiL 



Raw aii Befo m PnMicalim s li y C. P. mm. 139 8tliSt,,»,T, 

Nathaniel Vaughan: 

Priest and Man. 

A NOVEL. 

Br PHEDEEXKA MAODONALD, 

Author of the "Iliad of tiie East," etc., etc. 

3Tals.inl,Ex.Clo.,Blacka,iidSoldSide3tainp. 12ma,lOip|), Postpaid, $1.50. 

. . . .An orisiriai work of absorb' not marred by the gra«e and humor 

ing interest, or cultured Ration^ism, with which its lighter passages a™ 



and hijfh-toned morality. It is a book told. . . .A more vigorous presentment 

lor the heart as well as the intellect ; of the miachievoue nature of modem 

It is an oasis in the desert of common Christianity, in its most honest and 

religious literature.—SABAA.UBupR- coDsistent form, need not be desired. 

WOOD, in Boston Imnmtigator. It is a really artistic contposition, 

"Itis the work of one who lias con- with a sound moral expressed, though 

sidered well the false and destructive not obtruded, on the canvas. — W^- 

influence of the " other- world " view Taingter Bedew. 

of hnman life, and the mischief " Letnothing human be indifferent 

which faoaticul priests are doing in to you. Li\^e in the world as of it ; 

society — wlio has learned that the do not aspire beyond, but for and 

service of men in this world ia more through and by it. Carry men on in 

rational and helpful than any zeal for your inanhooa nearer to truth, to 

saving their souls in another world." justice, to nobility, and the joy which 

An independent and respectable is their fruit. Repress no faculty, 

study of cnara<;ter in the law of cir- withhold no gift — ^end all , your 



cumstance such as even GeorgeEllot treasure. Share tlius i 

might not havebeen. ashamed to own, and in the impulse you shallhavegiv- 

.. .Avery boldand trenchant attack en toward more full a:id perfect life 

on Orthodoxy, and the earnestness be content to see your immortal- 

with wliich it is made throughout is ity." — Witruet. 

THE "Safest T;r e e d , 

And Twelve Other Recent Discourses of Reason. 
Sj- 0. S. Ji'SOTMIJVe^^Af. 

Second Ed., I2mo, Oloth, Beveled, Slack Side Stamp, 238 pp. Postpaid, 1.50. 

COHIEHTS.— Safest Creed, Radical Beliet, Radical's Boot, Joy of a Free Faith. Living Faitii, 
Gospel of To-Daj, Gospel of Character, Scientific Aspect of Prayer, Naked Unth, Djliij; and 
Livii^ God, Infernal and Celestia! Lotb, ImmortalitieB of Man, Victory Orcr Death. 

"The publisher has done a good The whole appearance of the book 
thing to bring them together in this deserves tlie warmest approbation, 
more permanent form. All the work 'To cherish no illusion' might be 
is entirely new and very handsome, the text of every one of them." 

By John Albbbobb. Postpaid, Paper, S5 cts.; Cloth, 75 cts. 
"If the fathers of the Primitive born in their vicinity, spoke their 
Church were unal>le accurately to de- langui^e, visited the schools which 
flne Christianity, what modern genius they had planted, conversed with 
can attempt the same task vfithout thosewith whom they had oonvei-sed, 
presumption ? If the earliest histori- and had access to archives, records 
ans, the ablest orators, rhetoricians, and libraries which liave since per- 
theologians, controversialists and ished-— were incompetent to establish 
writers that ornament the Primitive an authoritative definition of Chris- 
Church could distinguish no essen- tianity, to what credit are entitled 
tlaj difference between Christianity the attempts of modern ecclesiastics, 
and Paganism, how vain are the at- deprived of these advantages, to fur- 
tempts of modem theologians, com- nish a more accurate definition ? 
mentators and Biblical critics to Surely, in showing that those from 
show the contrary ! In flne, if those whom they received their creed were 
who lived so near the age of the dupes of error, they invalidate the 
Apostles as almost to have heard authority, if tliey do not disprove 
their retiring footsteps — who were t he truth of ChrlBtianity itself."— ,fe f. 

TEE OEEIST 0? PAUL ; or, The Enigmas of Christianity. St. John never 
in Asia Minor. Irenseua the Author of the Fourth Gospet. The Frauds of 
the Churchmen of the Second Century Exposed. By George Bbbeb. 12mo, 
Cloth, 400 pp. Postpaid, $3. C ^OOO It' 
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. PnllMMs ly C, P, Smrliy, 139 8ili St, H, Y. 



A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE DEVIL, 

And Other Biographical Sketches and Essays. 

FortrtUt. 2d Ed,, 12ino. Ex. Cloth, Gold Side Stamp, 360 pp. Fortpaid, $1.50. 

FKSss NOTICES. thouglits wltich caD not fail to be oF 

In a handsome volume before ub use ifc their professional studies. — 
Charles Bradlaugh has " A Few JVew Itanen, Palladimn. 
Words" to say "About the Devil." Displays much learning and re- 
Mr. BradlauRh has a right to his search. — TJie Democrat. 
Few Words, and the Devil will, we kktracts. 
presume, at no very distant day, have "Give up blind adhesion to creeds 
a "few words to say to Mr. Brad- and priests; strive to think, and fol- 
laugh, and will doubtless get the best low out in action tlie result of your 
■of the argument. — Chieago Interior, thoughts. Bach mental struggle Is 

His atheism is, after all, very much an enlargement of y^our mind, an ad- 
akin to the views put forth by Hux- ditlon to your brain-power, an in- 
ley and Tyndall and by Prof. John crease of your soul—- the only soul 
W. Draper. — Daily Qraphie. you have. 

His position herein is Refined and "It is said by many a pious tongue 

defended in a spirit of reverence for that God helps the poor ; the wretch- 

the truth, — Chicago Eve. Journdl. edness of some of their hovel houses, 

We should insist, were we in any found, alas, too often, in the suburbs 

way connected with the government of our wealthiest cities, grimy, black, 

of Theological schools, on the pe- squalid and miserable ; the thread- 

msal of this work by the youth fit- bare raggedness of their garments ; 

ting under our chaise for the duties theunwholeaomenessof thefood they 

and responsibilities of the . pulpit, eat; the poisoned air they breathe in 

They will find Mr. Bradlaugh no their narrow wynds and filthy alleys 

■common man, and they will be in. -r-alJ these tell how much God helps 

troduced by him to persons and the poor 1 " 



The Essence nf Rellston. God the 

Image of Man. Man's Dependenuo upon I^a- 
tLretheLBBtandonljSouteeof ReltSon. By 
L. Feukbbsoh, anthor of ■' Bbbbdm <3 Chrisl- 
iauto." lamo. Post-paid, Oloth, 16 eta. 
"The spirit Of the time is i 
not substance. Our politics, ou 
Ics, our religion, our science, 
sham. The truth-teller is ill 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthful- 
ness is the immorality of 

My aim has been to prove 

tliat the powers before which man 
■crouches are creatures of his own 
limited, ignorant, uncultured, and 
timorous mind ; to prove that in spe- 
cial the being whom man sets over 
against himself as a separate super- 
natural — '~' — ■ • ■ , . ,. 



Side and Back, 34tt PP'__F°^pBld, $3. 
:n[eaiib~n'»s:iii«nts': or, Stwe Towatd 
3 Trad Life, ^bracing Henttli. ISaease, and 
the Science ot the ReptoducBve OlBans. Part 
I. byGEO. H, BvKnHTT,M.D. PartlLbyStl- 
siN Everett, M. D., Sren, Heivdity, CbM- 
Irmalne. etc. VHde Marg ina Tfnted Fepa, 
Large New Type, 1» Hmnoroiu Ulna. &s. 
Clo„ Gold and lUaCk Side, Sto. PoU^tid,m. 

"The work is one of the most mas- 
terly productions of these gifted au- 
thors, and is filled with good advice 
to all classes who value health and 
the blessings which flow therefrom. 
It is written in a style which cannot 
fail to please all who read it, is filled 
with wit and anecdote from begin- 
ning to end, and is well printed." 

Si>iirProbIein«< By Josgfq Feci:. Post- 
paid, Pap., BOc; Clo.,I6c. 



•WALT WHITMAN'S BOOKS. 

Old Ed., 



plete, hicluding " Pot 
'■ Drnm Tape," no* pii, 

- - " — iigr i«i 



As a Strong 



India" 



mbilmau, tl, 

laid. 

cience and the 



" Based on modem 
philosophic spirit." 

The greatest piece of wit and wis- 
dom America lias yet contributed. — 

The most unquestionable in orig- 
inality, if not the most unquestioned 
in excellence, that the United States 
have yet sent ua. — Londoit Academy. 

Whitman is undoubtedly the first 
real bard of Democracy. — Westmins- 
ter Bmevi. 

" Drum Taps " is the most original 
lyrical, emotional and deeply stirring 
war poetry extant. — Sevue dm Deux 
Monde*. ___ ^__^__ 

'ffhe CnllivsUon of Art, and tla KeTa- 
tlons to BeUglons Piiritaniem and Money-get- 
tinn. By A. B. Coopek. PosBiaid, Fancy 
Paper, M cts.; Fleiible Cloth, 60 ct*. 
"In our overweening regard for ma- 
terial success, for parade and show, 
for technical orthodoxy in politics 
and theology, instead of freedom and 
individuality of opinion, we are in 
danger of forgetting that we have 
minds to cultivate, and a national 
character and prestige to build up 
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